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 The Herons Glen Recreation District is having a 
birthday. April 28 marks 25 years since the district was 
approved. The original Lee County Ordinance 98-08 
reads, “Herons Glen Golf and Country Club” shall mean 
the 18-hole golf course, clubhouse, practice facilities, 
restaurant, pro shop, tennis courts, shuffleboard courts, 
pool and adjacent structures, located within the District…”
 Look for future articles about this monumental task 
by our residents in the fall. 

Did You Know?

Key HGRD Responsibilities
• All community irrigation (CLIS)
• Pump houses on Nos. 15, 18 and Mystic
• Bridge near the clubhouse
• Cart paths on golf course and driving range
• Clubhouse landscaping
• Golf course landscaping
• Fitness center landscaping
• Driving range landscaping
• Concert series
• Events requiring a ticket (parties in ballroom)
• Lakes that touch the golf course
• Pool, pool deck and furniture
• Spa
• Restaurant and lounge

• Liquor license
• Fitness center
• Tennis courts
• Bocce courts
• Shuffleboard courts
• Ballroom, card/activity rooms ND scheduling
• Ballroom rental
• Pro Shop
• Parking lots, Clubhouse Drive and bridge
• Golf maintenance facility and rental carts
• Restrooms on the golf course and tennis courts
• Golf cart registration
HGRD General Manager – J.B. Belknap
Assistant General Manager – Karon Bennett
Maintenance Supervisor – Dan Parker
HGRD Reception Desk, (239) 731-4501

By Linda Lynch, Herons Glen
With input from Joyce Gillespie and J.B. Belknap
 Whether you’re new to Herons Glen or have lived here for 
a while, there may still be times when you’re confused about 
the Herons Glen Recreation District (HGRD) and the Herons 
Glen Homeowner’s Association (HOA). These are two separate 
and distinct organizations. This article will provide an overview 
of each, while a subsequent article will illustrate how the two 

Understanding The HOA And HGRD

Key HOA Responsibilities
• Streets, curbs and sidewalks
• Stormwater drains and perimeter drainage ditches
• Street lighting on Herons Glen Boulevard, Via Verde 
and Via Estacado
• Neighborhood signs and lighting
• Street signs and posts
• Cart paths along Herons Glen Boulevard (from Palo 
Duro to Via La Quinta, and Kayla Way to Kaidon Lane)
• Front entrance walls, lighted signs and uplighting
• Front gate access control (Platinum)
• Roving patrol (Platinum)
• Barcode management
• Dennisport gate and cameras
• Common area landscaping on Herons Glen Boulevard 
(including medians, greenbelt areas, and cul de sac islands 
on each street)
• Guardhouse maintenance and cameras
• Lakes that don’t touch the golf course (Eight) (Solitude)

• Two fountains at Athenian and Tisbury (Solitude)
• Five wetlands and conservation preserves (Solitude)
• Residential lawn mowing (Roberts)
• Changes to the exteriors of residences and violations 
(Architectural Review Committee)
• Changes to landscaping and violations (Grounds 
Committee)
• Lamppost and address light bulb replacement
• Street sweeping (USA Services)
• Cable TV service and Internet (Blue Stream)
• The Heron (newspaper)
• TV Channels 901 and 902
• HOA weekly news bulletin
• Bingo
• HOA Committee sponsored socials and activities
HOA Manager – Joyce Gillespie
Assistant Manager – Kim Rambo
Administrative Assistant – Lori Roy
Maintenance – Jeremiah Radle
HOA Reception Desk, (239) 731-0322

organizations work together to make Herons Glen such a 
wonderful place.
 The HGRD is a Special District created under Florida 
law, and as such is a governmental entity. The HGRD was 
formed in 1999 when the residents voted overwhelmingly to 
purchase the recreational facilities from the developer. These 
included the golf course, clubhouse, restaurant, and the other 
recreational amenities in the Glen, along with the community 

irrigation system (CLIS). A provision of Florida law allowed 
the residents to finance this purchase through a tax-exempt bond 
issue creating an instrument of Florida State government known 
as the Recreation District.
 As a Special District, the HGRD serves a specific 
geographical area and is governed by a Board of Supervisors, 
all of whom must be residents of the State of Florida and who 
are elected by the property owners. Because it is a governmental 
agency, the HGRD is capable of issuing government-backed, 
tax-free bonds to raise funds for capital improvements. In fact, 
in 2020 the district issued bonds to provide $12.9 million in 
construction funds to renovate HGRD facilities and amenities 
with projects that have been ongoing. However, as a government 
entity, the facilities owned by the district are public property and 
as such must be made available to the general public, albeit with 
some allowable restrictions.
 Key areas of responsibility for the HGRD include the 
community irrigation system, cart paths and bridges on the 
golf course, lakes that touch the golf course or other amenities, 
landscaping on HGRD property, the fitness center, tennis courts, 
bocce courts, pickleball courts, shuffleboard courts, the pool 
and spa, ballroom card/activity rooms, restaurant and lounge 
(including the liquor license), pro shop, pump houses, rental 
golf carts, and restrooms on the golf course and tennis courts. 
(Note: This list is not comprehensive.)
 The Homeowner’s Association in Herons Glen was first 
instituted as part of the legal structure of the original developer 
in 1990. It is a Florida not-for-profit corporation and operates 
under specific Florida statutes. In 1997 the developer expanded 
the board from three to five members to add two resident board 
members. The developer held the majority on the board until 
Jan. 1, 2005, when the board was transitioned from developer 
control to resident control with a full resident board in place. The 
HGHOA is run by a Board of Directors elected by the members 
of the Association.
 The HOA owns and is responsible for the maintenance 
of the streets and common areas within Herons Glen. HOA 
administered common areas include the guardhouse, gates, 
street lighting, street signs, entrance walls, neighborhood entry 
signs, common area landscaping, streets, curbs and sidewalks, 
street drainage, five wetlands and preserves, and eight lakes 
that do not border the HGRD golf course or other amenities 
property. The HOA is also responsible for community standards 
for homeowners, such as landscaping and the appearance of 
residences. (Note: This list is not comprehensive.)
 While they have distinctly separate organizational structures 
and functions, the HGRD and HOA cooperate for the benefit of 
our community in a number of ways. A follow-up article will 
explore some examples of this cooperation.
 Several lists accompanying this article attempt to delineate 
the key responsibilities of the HOA and those of the HGRD.

By Linda Lynch, Herons Glen
With input from Joyce Gillespie
 If you see an article on visitor management, do your 
eyes glaze over? Well, listen up and read this carefully 
as it is important for all of us!
 All homeowner visitors, including contractors, service 
providers and guests, must be authorized before the 
employees of our guardhouse contractor, Platinum, will 
let those visitors in. 
	 If	 visitors	 are	 registered	 online	 (the	most	 efficient	
approach),	their	entrance	authorization	can	be	confirmed	
quickly, and they will be admitted without delay.

 To register guests online, you must be a registered 
user of the Visitor Management website. If you are 
not yet a registered user, send an email to hoaoffice@
heronsglenhoa.org to request registration information. 
Then register on the site.
 If you are already a registered user of the Visitor 
Management website, go to the Herons Glen website at 
hggcc.com. Across the top click on Visitor Management. 
Log in and click on Add Guest (at the top on the right). 
Then mark the type of guest, the pass type, the guest 
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Article Deadlines 
For The Heron
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HGNewspaper@gmail.com.
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from the HOA Board of Directors.
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Linda Lynch - Editor
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Highlights From Recent HOA 
Bulletins 
 This summary will be provided each month to 
communicate important subjects for our residents.
March 1 – Sign Restrictions
March 3 – Rentals and Forms
March 10 – Parking and Restricted Vehicles
March 17 – Landscape Standards on Lawns and Herbicides 

Correction
 Last month for the Marbles Tournament photos, 
Kevin Meehan was misidentified as Ed Meehan.

Coming Soon
April 10 Mah Jongg Social Ballroom
April 10 Travel Club Activities Room “A”
April 13 Food Trucks Parking Lot
April 13 Jay Smith Restaurant
April 13 Butterfly Social Activities Room “A”
April 16 Ice Cream Social Ballroom
April 18 Socialites Ballroom
April 20 Food Trucks Parking Lot
April 20 Rick Austin Restaurant
April 20 Volunteer Appreciation Ballroom
April 22 Year Of Year Party Ballroom
April 24 Bloodmobile Parking Lot
April 27 Food Trucks Parking Lot
April 27 Smalltown Restaurant
May 4 Food Trucks Parking Lot
May 4 Jersey Vic Restaurant
May 11 Food Trucks Parking Lot
May 11 Butterfly Social Activities Room “A”
May 11 Ron Lorenzo and Cody Tyler Restaurant
May 18 Food Trucks Parking Lot
May 18 Tat 2 Restaurant
May 25 Food Trucks Parking Lot
May 25 Dare Double Duo Restaurant
May 26 Memorial Day

HOA And HGRD Schedule Of 
Meetings
 The following is a listing of HOA and HGRD meetings 
known at the time of publication. As these dates are subject 
to change, please check the Herons Glen website calendar 
and the community channel for updates. 
Calendar Of HOA Meetings April 11 To May
 All committee meetings are via Zoom/HOA Conference 
Room unless noted otherwise.
April 11 Architectural Review Committee, 9 a.m.
April 12 Board Meeting, 5 p.m.
April 13 Grounds Committee, 1 p.m.
April 20 Activities Committee, 10 a.m.
April 25 Architectural Review Committee, 9 a.m.
April 27 Finance, 1:30 p.m.
April 28 SSEP Committee, 8:30 a.m.
May 2 Board Workshop, 1 p.m.
May 9 Architectural Review Committee, 9 a.m.
May 10 Board Meeting, 5 p.m.
May 11 Grounds Committee, 1 p.m.
May 23 Architectural Committee, 9 a.m.
May 25 Finance Committee, 1:30 p.m.
May 26 SSEP Committee, 8:30 a.m.
Calendar Of HGRD Meetings April 10 To May
 All committee meetings are via Zoom/Card Room C 
unless noted otherwise.
April 10 Facilities and Amenities Committee, 2 p.m.
April 24 Board Meeting Mid-Year Review, 9 a.m.
May 1 Long-Range Planning Committee, 9 a.m.
May 11 Golf Committee, 9 a.m.

In Memoriam
Richard Begin
Brian Carpenter
Paula Grace

Jim Scheid
Frank Tutay
Ginger Williams

Welcome
Phylliss and Andrew Cohen  
Andrea Curran
Linda and William Dreibelbis 
Karen and James Friedl
Vivian and Robert Hendricks 
Joan Sauers

Thank You
 The family of Jim Scheid wishes to express its 
appreciation and gratitude for the outpouring of sympathy 
and support from our fellow Glenners at the news of Jim’s 
passing. We will never forget your many kindnesses. The 
display of American flags in front of our house by the 
VOG to honor Jim will also be a cherished memory. Our 
sons agree I am very fortunate to live in Herons Glen 
among such caring friends and neighbors.

Thank you,
Pam Scheid

name and company if applicable and the pass start 
and end dates. You may also email or text the pass to 
your guest by filling in the appropriate email address 
or cell phone number. The guest will receive the pass 
and can use it as an ePass on their phone or print it out 
to present at the gate. Be sure to click on save before 
ending your visit to the website.
 To register guests by telephone, call the dedicated 
guest registration line (239) 360-3515 or (888) 994-
4117. This number attaches the voicemail to your 
address at the front gate and allows the gate employee 
to quickly process your guest. 
 When using the telephone registration line, speak 
clearly, providing the name of the person or company 

President’s Report March 
2023
By Rick Romine, HOA President 
 As a result of the damage caused by Ian, many of 
our homeowners are in the process of replacing their 
pool cages or making other repairs or replacements to 
their property. Some of the newer designs vary from 
those stated in our documents. The Architectural Review 
Committee (ARC) is reviewing these new designs with 
the goal of adopting and including those that offer 
improvements to our residents.
 The HOA and the HGRD will cosponsor our volunteer 
appreciation reception during National Volunteer 
Appreciation week in April. 
 Peak season will be ending soon, so it’s time to begin 
thinking about volunteering for a committee you’re 
interested in and believe you can contribute to. There are 
many to choose from and they are all looking for volunteers.

you are expecting, their arrival date and departure date. 
Before ending the call, press the # button and then 
hang up.
 If you call the main front gate telephone number, 
(239) 543-4489, your guest will not be confirmed 
easily. In that case, the visitor will be delayed until 
the gate employee can verify that they are expected 
by the homeowner. This delays your visitor and every 
other visitor waiting in line behind them.
 There are normally busy times at the Glen when the 
line at the gate can get pretty long as authorizations are 
confirmed. If we all remember to register our visitors, 
ideally using the online system or alternatively calling 
the dedicated telephone registration phone number, 
we can keep those visitor lines as short and quick as 
possible.
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Community Activities
Artist Group
By Kathleen Lynch, Herons Glen
 The Herons  Glen Art is t 
Group has had a very busy and 
creative season. On Feb. 17 
and 18, 20 artists attended a 
full day watercolor workshop, 
hosted by Tom Jones, a renowned 
watercolor artist. Jones shared 
with us the secrets of composition, 
perspective, and achieving depth 
in our paintings. It is interesting 
to see the different and unique 
interpretations even though each 
artist was painting the same 

subject. You can see some of our painting in the window 
of Activities Room A.
 Our Herons Glen Artist Group’s year culminates with the 
Annual Fine Art Show held in the ballroom. The successful 
event was coordinated with the 3-D craft group on Sunday, 
March 5 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. This year, there were 27 
artists who exhibited their artwork which was hung on new 

Artists Workshop

Cindi Lowe – Best In Show, 
Serenity

LuAnn Nutt – First Place, 
Bulldog

Mark Finwood – First Place, 
The Moon

Connie Thorpe – First Place, 
New England Autumn 

Socialites 
By Janet Kerns, Herons Glen
 Janet Kerns welcomed 132 socialites and their guests 
to the ballroom for the March luncheon. Karen Coburn, 
vice president, reported on behalf of Bev Groft, treasurer, 
whom was absent, that March’s member contributions for 
All Souls Food Bank totaled $685. 
 Following the dessert, Christine Crews introduced 
Victoria Roth of Coastal Creations by Roth whom 
furnished the table decorations for this luncheon. Victoria 
has always been drawn to creative pursuits, working with 
her hands, and a love for nature. Her artistic expression 
has included tole painting, stained glass, calligraphy, 
woodworking, carving and creating beautiful spaces with 
plants. Her most rewarding endeavor with plants was 
when she designed and developed a four-acre English-
garden inspired sanctuary at a bed and breakfast. Since 
retiring to Southwest Florida, she has become captivated 
by the beauty of seashells and driftwood. Having acquired 
a large collection of both, the decision was made to 
create the business of Coastal Creations by Roth with 
the goal of creating products that capture the timeless 
beauty of seashells, driftwood and botanicals. There was 
a large display of her extraordinary work for viewing and 
purchase.

Darcelle Hodsel, Wally Roth, Victoria Roth, Christine Crews 
and Sherry Wilhelm

Marbles Tournament 
By Patti Cummings, 
Herons Glen
 There was a record 14 tables 
for the 2023 season participating 
on Sunday, March 19. The ladies 
are closing the gap with just 
one more play date left. Men 
have 95 wins and ladies have 
81 with one table unreported at 
this writing. Join in the fun for 
the last Marbles night for this 
season on April 2. Linda Georgia, Pat Adolph

Dave Puckett, Larry Colbert, Jim Richards

display panels. Visitors to the exhibition commented on the 
expertise and variety of the artists’ artwork in watercolor, 
acrylics, oil, and other media. Many were lucky enough to 
find that perfect piece of art for their home! For the artists, 
it was an opportunity to showcase their creative talents 
and passion for artistic pursuits. Cindi Lowe was awarded 
Best in Show for her acrylic painting titled Serenity. First 
place winners were Connie Thorpe for her watercolor, 
New England Autumn; Mark Finewood’s acrylic painting, 
The Moon; and LuAnn Nutt for her fused glass medium, 
Bulldog. 
 Don’t miss next year’s art show which is scheduled for 
Sunday, March 3!

Ice Cream Social
By Pat Stuchly, Herons Glen
 Picture yourself sitting with friends and neighbors 
enjoying a dish of ice cream embellished with chocolate or 
hot fudge or strawberries and topped off with nuts, whipped 
cream and cherries. The tables are set, the music is playing, 
a team of beautiful servers are waiting for you, now what 
are you waiting for?
 You’re waiting for Sunday, April 16 to come to the 
Fifth Ice Cream Social being hosted by the HOA Activities 
Committee! This is being held in the ballroom from 6 to 
7:30 p.m. – or – until supplies run out! Whichever comes 
first.
 Donations are appreciated and a portion will go to benefit 
the marching band of Island Coast High School. This is the 
band which leads the Christmas cart parade and by all the 
comments heard after the parade, we loved them!
 We are again playing a little game called “How Many 
Jellybeans Does It Take to Fill a Container?” The jellybeans 
and container will be on display to help with your guess, but 
each guess will cost $1. So, bring your singles and have some 
fun.
 Come get a sundae on Sunday, April 16! 

Expires 5/15/23
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Community Interests

My Happy Place
By Sarah Schoon, Herons Glen
 As I sat in the hot tub in Herons Glen on a particularly cool 
morning with the sun shining on me and the birds singing, and 
palm trees surrounding the pool, I thought about how close 
it was getting to the time for me and my husband, Doug, to 
make the annual trip back to Iowa. I realized: I don’t really 
want to leave. This is my happy place.
 Other than the pool and the hot tub, what is it that makes 
me feel that way? For starters, it is the friendliness here. 
Nearly every morning when I relish the cool morning air 
and check to see how many holes the armadillos have dug, 
I wave to my neighbor, Jan, across the street. She and her 
husband, Joe, made us feel welcome upon our arrival here 
four years ago. (Incidentally we learned back then that he was 

Golf Cart Safety
Provided by your CERT (Safety Team)
 Never drive recklessly or joy ride. Drive courteously. 
Obey all vehicle traffic signs and rules of the road.
 • Never drive intoxicated or under the influence of 
any drug or narcotic.
 • Avoid distractions while operating the golf cart just as 
you would in an automobile. Be safe and attentive.
 • Use seat belts. Have seat belts installed if the golf 
cart does not supply them. Don’t overlook one of the most 
important safety measures we have today.
 • Only carry the number of passengers for which there 
are seats.
 • Drivers and all passengers should keep all body parts 
(arms, legs, feet) inside cart while vehicle is in motion, except 
when signaling a turn.
 • Do not allow anyone to ride standing in the vehicle or 
on the back platform of the vehicle. Do not put vehicle in 
motion until all passengers are safely seated inside vehicle.
 • Operate the vehicle from the driver’s side only.
 • Always use hand signals to indicate your intent to turn 
due to the small size and limited visibility of the turn signals 
on a golf cart.
 • Check blind spots before turning.
 • Carefully turn and look behind golf cart before 
backing up.
 • Always yield to pedestrians and be cognizant of motor 
vehicles.
 • Use extreme caution in inclement weather. Although 
a golf cart may shield you from the rain, it may not protect 
you from a lightning strike.
 • For the safety of your family and other residents, we 
ask that you and your guests follow the rules and not allow 
children to drive the golf cart. The golf cart rules say that 
each operator of a golf cart must be at least 18 years old or 
have a valid driver’s license.
Follow The Community Rules
 1. Owner or occupants residing in a unit with private carts 
must register with the Herons Glen Recreational District 
(HGRD) through its established procedures.
 2. Private carts must be electrically powered and equipped 
with headlights and taillights or reflectors if used after dusk.
 3. Private carts must meet safety standards (ANSI). These 
standards are available for review in the association office.
 4. Each operator of a private cart must be at least 18 years 
old or have a valid driver’s license.
 5. This section is not applicable to service vehicles 
operated by the HGRD and/or association.

sometimes unofficially referred to as the mayor of Herons 
Glen for his knowledge of the area, friendliness, and his 
willingness to always help out his neighbors.)
 We are surrounded by neighbors who are always willing 
to help you out or just hold a street corner conversation 
any time of the day. Some are full-time residents. Others 
are part-time residents hailing from Canada, New Jersey, 
New York, Kentucky, Maine, Michigan, Minnesota, and 
many other states.
 After initially being unsure about driving a golf cart 
through the neighborhoods, I have since grown to love 
driving it without being afraid that I am going to fall out the 
side. It is easy to park and doesn’t use gasoline to power it. 
They do get a bit breezy, but I always leave the windshield 
up. I love it that we are a golf cart-friendly community.
 When we first moved here, I was delighted to have a 
fitness center so close. At that time, it was in the clubhouse, 
but it worked. After it was relocated to its own site, I enjoyed 
it even more, but I didn’t really take full advantage of it until 
this year when I found Tony the trainer. He has made all the 
difference. I can actually feel myself getting stronger. That 
hour can seem very long sometimes, but he always makes it 
fun and varies it enough that I can’t guess what equipment 
we will be using next.
 I would be remiss if I didn’t mention Tony the mailman, 
who is just the best – on time, reliable, and he knows many 
of the residents by name. Our mail service back in Iowa pales 
in comparison. Is it any wonder that so much is done online?
 Just like the Academy Awards, I find myself struggling 
to mention everybody who makes this my happy place, 
especially the dogs! I love them all.

Cybersecurity For Seniors 
By Donna Piascik, Herons Glen
 A cybersecurity session will be presented on April 19 
from 1 to 3 p.m. in Card Room “C” by Lisa Carrier-Titti 
recently retired after 20-plus years as the one-person IT 
department for the Town of Ithaca, N.Y. The spectrum 
of her knowledge includes software, hardware, mobile 
devices, Wi-Fi and Internet solutions along with planning, 
implementation and repair. 
 This free session will consist of a 90-minute presentation 
on how to spot computer scams and other tips for safe 
personal computing plus Q& A. There will be a handout with 
talking points and web links to technical resources. Seating 
is limited to 50 people. Please sign up between April 2 to 16 
outside the HOA office or at the Ice Cream Social. 

Where And How Our Easter 
Traditions Originated
By Candace Huetteman, Herons Glen
 Easter is known as a time to celebrate the end of the 
Lenten season and the resurrection of Jesus on Easter 
Sunday. But to young children, Easter means candy and 
eggs full of treats from the mystical and magical Easter 
Bunny. Children believe in the Easter Bunny, but I’m sure 
that, like you, they have questions about where he came 
from, how old he is, why he leaves eggs, and what does he 
have to do with this most important Christian holiday.
 Investigative reporting by this Herons Glen reporter has 
uncovered some of the answers to these serious questions. 
There are so many stories about the origin of the Easter 
Bunny, but one that I particularly like is the German tale 

about a poor woman who loved children and so she would 
hide brightly colored eggs in her garden as Easter treats. 
One year while the children were searching for them, they 
noticed a hare hopping past and believed the animal had 
left the eggs. So, one more Easter tradition was born. 
 But as Christians already know, the Bible makes no 
mention of a mystical hare who delivers eggs to children on 
the day of Jesus’ resurrection. So how did the rabbit become 
a prominent part of one of Christianity’s most important 
celebrations? One theory is that the rabbit, as a symbol, 
comes from the ancient pagan tradition that honored the 
goddess of fertility and spring. The goddess’ animal symbol 
was a rabbit. 
 Many ancient cultures including the Greeks and 
Egyptians saw eggs as a sign of fertility and new life. 
They used eggs in religious rituals and hung them in pagan 
temples. Later as Christian missionaries observed church 
members hunting for eggs in spring, they began to use the 
egg as a tool to describe Christ’s rebirth and resurrection. 
Christians would dye eggs the colors that had meaning 
in the church: yellow for resurrection; blue for love; and 
red for the blood of Christ. Sometimes they even painted 
various scenes from the Bible. The child who found one 
of these specially painted eggs would have to recite the 
Bible story it depicted. 
 The Easter Bunny made his way to America with 
German immigrants who settled in Pennsylvania in the 
1700s. This egg-laying rabbit from the old country was 
named “Osterhase” or “Oschter Haws.” It would lay colored 
eggs and leave them for children who were good. These 
German children often built nests for this rabbit and left 
carrots in case he got hungry. My guess is that it sounds 
like the origin of today’s Easter baskets. Eventually the 
tradition spread across America. 
 Another answer to why eggs might be decorated at 
Easter dates back to the 13th century when eggs were 
traditionally considered a forbidden food during Lent. 
That’s why people decorated them as this fasting period 
came to an end. It was to make a more celebratory way to 
feast on Easter Sunday.
 But does the Easter Bunny, as we know him, bring eggs 
to children outside of America? No. In Australia this spring 
holiday is greeted with the Easter Bilby, an endangered 
rabbit-like marsupial native to that country. Other gift-bearing 
animals include the Easter Cuckoo in Switzerland and in some 
parts of Germany, the Easter Fox or the Easter Rooster. 
 There are many more Easter traditions the I could 
explore, but there are still so many interesting articles in 
the Heron that you need to read. So, I’ll stop here. But, I 
can’t. So, wear your new Easter bonnet to Sunday church 
services knowing that even early Christians followed the 
tradition of wearing new clothes in spring. Go to a sunrise 
service knowing that this tradition started in 1732 in the 
German Moravian Church. And, in 1773, the first sunrise 
service was held in Winston-Salem, N.C. And, enjoy those 
Easter Peeps that were created in the 1950s in Bethlehem, 
Pa. It initially took 27 hours to make a single peep because 
the marshmallow had to cool. But, now with more modern 
equipment, it only takes six minutes. Final fact of this 
article. If all the peeps produced each year were lined up, 
the line would circle the earth twice. That’s the 1.5 billion 
peeps that are eaten each year. 
 So, relax, eat your Easter candy, read the Heron and 
then go brush your teeth. 
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Alpha Gamma Nu Donates To 
Immokalee Fair Housing
By Marla Pierce, Herons Glen
 On March 9, the sisters of Alpha Gamma Nu invited 
Carleton “Cleve” Cleveland, board member and fund 
developer for the Immokalee Fair Housing Alliance Inc., to 
speak at our monthly meeting. This alliance was formed in 
the wake of Hurricane Irma in 2017. That storm decimated 
already subpar housing for farm workers and their families 
in Immokalee. Several relief and disaster agencies were 
struggling to meet the needs of this community so the 
Immokalee Fair Housing Alliance Inc., was formed to 
organize all their efforts.
 The housing conditions are almost too dire to understand. 
Approximately 1,000 families with 3,000 children are sharing 
shacks and trailers that are infested with pests, rodents and 
snakes, are mold-ridden and not weather tight. There is no 
air conditioning and often toilets and appliances do not work. 
Illnesses, especially asthma, are common. Medical care is 
supplied but then the ill person must return to the structure 
that causes the problem and the cycle continues. These 
living arrangements are 50 to 60 years old and would be 
condemned except that then these renters would be homeless. 
The buildings, mostly trailers, are privately owned by a 
consortium of five local families who charge anywhere from 
$500 to $1,000 per month and supply no maintenance. Farm 
workers are reluctant to complain in fear of being evicted. 
Children work in the fields before going to school in the 
morning and have no resources to support their education.
 Finding a solution to this crisis seems overwhelming 
but the alliance is making great strides. As fund developer, 
Cleve has been instrumental in raising money to build 
safer housing. The first step was finding available land in 
Collier County. Ten acres were bought, below market value, 
on Lake Trafford Road. One building is currently under 
construction and is expected to be completed in January 
2024. The entire project will have 128 three-to-four-bedroom 
apartments when finished. The neighborhood will also have a 
community center for after-school programs, and homework 
areas with computer stations. There will be a soccer field, 
basketball courts and a dog run. The community is near public 
transportation and a market.
 All the units will be rentals with the rent capped at 30 
percent of the workers income. It is estimated that 400 to 
500 people will be living in the new units. Renters will sign 
leases and must still pay even if they migrate with crops part 
of the year. Internet and utilities are included in the rent. 
Applications are currently being accepted and those families 
proving the most urgent needs will be a priority. Once the 

I Live Here Too
By Becky Gignac, 
Herons Glen
Photos By Becky Gignac, 
Herons Glen
 Halò (Gaelic for hello), 
my brother and I are Bearded 
Collies or Beardies for short. 
Some people mistake us for 
Old English Sheepdogs. 
However,  our breed is 
originally from the Scottish 
Highlands where we were 
raised for herding sheep. 
Therefore, we are also known 
as Highland Collies and Mountain Collies.
 My name is ColbyJac and I’m 2½ years old. My younger 
brother is PepperJac and he is just 9 months old. I’ll do the 
talking for both of us as he can’t sit still long enough. We 
live with our mom and poppa on Corinthia Circle. We are 
here for six months and then in Wisconsin for six months, 
as you might have guessed from the variant spelling of our 
cheese names.
 We are family-oriented, happy dogs who love to cuddle. 
We are an energetic breed and although slow to mature, 
we are very intelligent. Almost extinct by World War I, the 
British breeders made sure we survived. However, we are 
still considered rare. 
 PepperJac and I are from champion bloodlines, and our 
breeder in Illinois does not let her pups go to just any family. 
First, mom had to interview and then fill out a six-page 
application. Once she was approved, she had to sign a six-
page contract to bring us home. We couldn’t ask for a better 
mom and poppa. We are their fourth and fifth Beardies.
 We don’t tolerate heat well, so we do not stay here in 
the summer. My mom takes us for a long predawn walk, a 
couple of short walks during the day and then another one at 
night. One morning, there were big rain drops and PepperJac 
wasn’t sure what was going on but lifted his head to try and 
catch them with his mouth. Silly brother.

CERT Safety Tip
By Gerry LaCavalier and Barry Glaudel, Herons Glen
 Before any medical emergency occurs, have this 
information written and placed in an envelope on the 
refrigerator for each person in your home. On the outside 
of the envelope write: Important Medical Information. 
 Inside, include the following: Medical conditions, 
prescriptions, allergies and emergency contact (names and 
phone numbers). It should be kept current. This will greatly 
aid the paramedics and save valuable time in an emergency.

community is up and running, a professional management 
company will be hired to keep all facilities in repair. 
 Cleve explained that each apartment building will cost 
$3 million. Because many of the workers are undocumented, 
the alliance cannot accept funding from the government. All 
monies are donations and grants from all over the United 
States and some foreign countries. In 2022, Alpha Gamma 
Nu donated $1,500 and on March 9, we donated an added 
$2,000 to this very urgent, worthwhile local cause serving 
families in Southwest Florida. If you would like a tour of 
the building project or wish to donate, please, contact Cleve 
Cleveland at (203) 247-9118.

Bev Groft, Carol Bryan, Cleve Cleveland and Cathy Styles

 Myself, I love sticking my head out of the truck window 
(as long as they are not highway driving, they let me do this); 
PepperJac tries to get to my window but I won’t let him; he 
may be bigger, but I’m in charge. Our most favorite rides are 
in the golf cart; we get three rides a day. It’s not easy riding 
together, considering we average about 50 pounds each, but 
I get the best seat right behind mom. I’m sure you’ve seen 
us driving down the boulevard. She is very careful and keeps 
a hold of us on our leashes.
 Our favorite toys are old slides with Velcro; we don’t chew 
them we just love to open and close to hear the noise. Once 
PepperJac got it stuck on his ear, that was funny, but he didn’t 
think so. Other favorite toys are plastic ice cream buckets, we 
chew them a little, but mostly scoot them around the floor, try it 
sometime; it’s a lot of fun. Mom is very conscious of spending 
money on us so most of our toys come from Goodwill. She’s 
a smart shopper. Our main meals do cost a little more, but it’s 
worth it to keep us healthy. However, we do get Milk-Bone 
dog treats! Remember, we are from Wisconsin so yes, we 
love cheese too! Speaking of staying healthy, we love to get 
our teeth brushed twice a day. Do you think it could be the 
chicken or bacon flavored toothpaste?
 When mom is away, we always look at poppa and want 
to know when will mom get home. Especially in the evening, 
because we like a regular schedule. When it’s 9 p.m. we go 
to mom to let her know it’s bedtime.
 As much as we enjoy our time here, I am looking forward 
to our return to Wisconsin. I love the snow and PepperJac 
has not seen it yet; I can’t wait to play with him in it. He’s 
going to love it too!

ColbyJac and PepperJac

Poppa with ColbyJac, mom with PepperJac

Ohio Club
By Rose Swisher, 
Herons Glen
 The Ohio Club 
held its first euchre 
event on Feb. 27 
with 24 members in 
attendance. Keith 
Burnfield and Ron 
Camp organized and 
served as our hosts 
for the evening. A fun 
time was had by all.
 As is tradition in 
the Ohio Club, bragging rights and a photo in the Herons 
Glen newspaper were awarded as prizes. High scorer for 
the evening was Evan Slater with second place going to 
Jeff Brandt. The next Ohio Club activity was a driveway 
party in March. 
 If you are interested in joining the Ohio Club and 
receiving email communications about upcoming events, 
please contact Rosie Swisher at raswisher7@gmail.com.

Jeff Brandt and Evan Slater

WATERPROOF VINYL PLANK FLOORING
Pallets Of Waterproof Vinyl Plank Flooring In Stock At All Times!!

Several Colors, Style, & Designs To Choose From.
Special Order Any Quality, Color, Style, Or Design Of Your Choosing!

Our Business Hours Are: 9am-3pm (Appointments Anytime)

CARPETING
12 colors in stock at all times!! Select Carpet $.99sqft. (O.T.D)

Select Carpet $1.99sqft. INSTALLED!! (CARPET, PAD,INSTALLATION)
Special Order Any Carpet Style, Color, Design of your choosing!

Shop at Home
or Visit our Showroom

Professional
Installation
Guaranteed!

We Specialize In Providing Quality Flooring For All Of Our Customers Wants & Needs!
Owner Is A Lee County Native Born & Raised!

thecarpetman4u@embarqmail.com
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Baked With Feelings
By Peggy Lindquist, Herons Glen
 Oh my! Did you happen to stop by recently at the Herons 
Glen clubhouse to shop for baked goods during the Pretty 
in Pink bake sale held on Sunday, March 5? If not, you 
definitely missed a wonderful display of baked goods by 
Herons Glen residents who were willing to bake for a cause 
with your taste in mind. Volunteers Donna Martin, Cindy 
Rittenburg, Lynette Warren and Susan Visner staffed the 
sales tables. The event masterminded and coordinated by 
Maryann Peckham and Katie Schwemlein proved to be a 
hit not only for contributions but also purchasing.
 What items were placed on the tables? Anything you’d 
find in a bakery plus more. There was no limit in taste and 
imagination when residents adorned the tables with their 
kitchen creations. A special silent auction table was set 
aside to bid on cakes, not one cake but several of them. 
Anyone could place a bid on a cake of their choice and 
the highest bidder won that cake. Resident Skipper Cook, 
a professional baker by trade, presented her amaretto and 
coconut cakes which melted in your mouth when you laid 
your eyes upon them.

Scars
By Danielle Lecavalier, Herons Glen
 Do you recall that scraped knee when you were just a little child
Roaming free, taking chances, hopping fences, and running wild
 Do you recall those bullies calling you names until you cried
Those awful words that hurt so much, you wished that you had died
 Do you recall that first rejection of the handsome beau that you fell for
It dragged you down and made you feel like you were sinking to the floor
 Do you recall your child’s first wail, in the darkness of the night
A cry that woke you, scared you and made you think of taking flight
 Do you recall the empty nest when the kids headed off to live their life
When parenting seemed so very hard, sometimes it cut you like a knife
 Do you recall the day you lost your parents, your lifeline, night and day
Oh, how you felt abandoned, lost and now alone to find your way
 Do you recall the doctor saying that cancer was growing inside of you
That helpless, hopeless, unnerving alone-ness that left you feeling oh so blue
 Do you recall those friends who rallied and gave you tremendous hope
Those beside you or those a call away, helping get you through and cope
 Do you recall all those scars that you wished would just, please, go away
Those scars are what have made each and every one of you what you are today
 Recall the life you have lived, with joy, and all those scars you should proudly show
Because you are stronger, fiercer, wiser and more loved than you will ever know.

 There’s something kind of like homey and connected 
about making a bake sale that’s fun to participate in. It’s 
really a combination of a resident’s talent and the desire to 
contribute. The bonus? This awesome bake sale fundraiser 
raised a little over $1,800 for Pretty In Pink which was 
held on March 22. The fundraising money goes to Partners 
for Breast Cancer Care Inc. This organization benefits Lee 
and surrounding counties towards providing the necessary 
medical benefits. 
 Another attraction held during the bake sale was the 
Pink Heals firetruck. It was parked outside the Herons Glen 
ballroom. According to its website Pink Heals volunteers 
bring back the human element by celebrating people, not 
causes. It supports people (women, men and children) in 
our community who are affected by cancer or any other 

Danielle Lecavaliar and Pretty In Pink firemen

Susan Visner, Cindy Rittenburg, Donna Martin and Maryann 
Peckham

life-threatening health issue by supporting local fundraising 
efforts. During their Herons Glen visit they encouraged 
people to use a permanent marker and sign their name or the 
name of a person they are remembering or honoring. It will be 
there forever. They also offered several merchandise items: 
T-shirts, sweatshirts, beverage cozies and boots. They don’t 
sell merchandise but ask for good will donations. Our special 
resident Danielle Lecavalier paid a visit and is pictured with 
the firemen before she signed her name to the truck. 
 Why is Danielle special? Each year she writes a touching 
poem for the Pretty in Pink event dedicated to cancer victims. 
Danielle’s heartfelt words deliver sentimental emotion 
bringing tears to the reader’s eyes. Please read the insert of 
her poem and you can too feel the words.

Katie Schwemlien, Maryann Peckham, Cindy Rittenburg, 
Lynette Warren, Donna Martin and Skipper Cook

 Thanks once more to the wonderful Herons Glen residents 
for making this Pretty in Pink bake sale a success. Your 
generosity of baking talent, time and monetary donations is 
so greatly appreciated.

Thankful And Grateful!
By Peggy Lindquist, Herons Glen
 It’s Wednesday evening, March 22 and we are resting 
our feet upon chairs straddled in front of us. With a sigh 
of relief, we are awestruck the 2023 Pretty in Pink event 
successfully raised $34,287 for Partners in Breast Cure Inc. 
of which $1,000 will be contributed to Hearts and Homes 
for veterans! We want to express our appreciation to all who 
made that day a big success! 
 Motivations for volunteering vary. It can be a change of 
pace for someone, giving back to the community, making 
new friends or simply a change of pace. However, one single 
attribute stuck out amongst those who volunteered in this 
Pretty in Pink event, which is passion! Their passion for 
volunteering made this event successful and proved to be 
the heart and soul of the Herons Glen’s Pretty In Pink event. 
 With that being said we’d like to recognize our countless 
volunteers who contributed toward a kickoff party or hosted 
a clothes, estate, jewelry, bake, drink, and book sale; helped 
with fundraising events like flamingo flocking, sponsor hole 
signs and raffle baskets; catered the golf tournament breakfast 
or assisted in the golf game; decorated the ballroom, took 
pictures, selected the luncheon, or provided entertainment 
with a live chorus! 
 They are: Sue Atkin, Patrick Battaglia, Ann Bazinet, Pam 
Bedore, Barbara Benke, Linda Birecree, Janice Boots, Carol 
Brady, Paul Chipman, Kim Chuipek, Christy Coleman, John 
Cook, Carol Cowgill, John Cowgill, Carol Davies, Mary Ann 
DeLache, Linda Dentel, Elaine Dotolo, Joe Dotolo, Barbara 
Drews, Dianna Dumont, Carol Dyer, Linda Edinger, Andrea 
Edmunds, Janice Esdale, Art Essery, Trudy Flanery, Becky 
Gignac, Miriam Gillman, Dave Goers, Ruth Gosschalk, 
Joyce Haist, Bruce Harris, Bill Hebert, Ed Huetteman, Karen 
Jensen, Susan Kane, Terri Kapitor, D’Arcie Kisner, Mary 
Koenig, Paul Koenig, Cindy Kornetzke, Danielle Lecavalier, 
Peggy Lindquist, Sherri Long, Mike Loppnow, Cindy Lowe, 

Carri Ludwig, Kathleen 
Lynch, Lylette Macdonald, 
Bonnie Mac Gregor, Sandy 
Marino, Jim Mars, Donna 
Martin, Peggy Mason, 
Charlie Miller, Kim Morea, 
Rich Morea, Dick Muller, 
Mary Muller, David Muir, 
Jim Nelson, Marta Nelson, 
Finney Noffsinger, Pat Otte, 
Carleen Pasche, Maryanne 
Peckham, Sharon Pedersen, 
Marla Pierce, Dennis Popp, 
Linda Powell, Dee Prescott, 
Jerry Prescott, Glen Price, 
Peggy Rabb, Cindi Rich, 
Cindy Rittenburg, Karen 
Roberts, Kathy Robichaud, 
Carol Ross, Joyce Russell, 
Norma Rystedt,  Sandi 
Salamone, Shari Sanders, 
Bernadette Schirra, Ed 
Schroeder, Fran Schroeder, 
Katie Schwemlein, Kay Sisung, Chuck Skurka, Janet Slater, 
Jim Slater, Carlton Smith, Paulette Spenceley, Mary Spitzer, 
Laura Steil, Winnie Steil, Eric Sunburg, Diana Tallman, Joan 
Thompson, Terry Treichel, Val Treichel, Anne Trimble, Nancy 
Tschieder, Claudie Tweedle, Carol Urtz, Terry Viau, Sandy 
Viets, Susan Visner, Robinanne Wale, Lynette Warren, Sue 
Wasserott, Janet Weisman, Walt Westfall, Ken Wolf, Renee 
Wolf, Marian Wright, Denis Wright.
 Next, we’d like to recognize our Pretty in Pink guests 
of honor. They are the ones who live a survivor’s life with 
amazing strength and grace. Truthfully, they have earned our 
utmost respect!

Stacey Dahlstrom and Karen 
Popp, 2023 Pretty In Pink 
chairpersons

2438 Second Street, Downtown Fort Myers

First Presbyterian Church, EPC
Home of the Fort Myers Great Banquet

239-334-2261

Sundays
Children & Adult Sunday School 9:45 AM

Worship at 11:00 AM
Nursery from 9:30-12

 Streaming LIVE 11:00 AM
www.fpcfortmyers.org

Join us at the historic



 Herons Glen, Page 7

Thankful And Grateful! from page 6

Community Interests on page 8

 They are: Nancy Alward, Kathy Barringer, Diane 
Battaglia, Lorraine Boles, Michele Boulton, Mary Beth 
Checko, Kim Chuipek, Linda Cowgill, Laura Cretens, 
Joan Darcy, Andrea Edmunds, Trish Farrow, Diane Fowler, 
Linda Freeston, Becky Gignac, Sarah Hare, Jeanette 
Hayward, Cheryl Heitin, Kathleen Horton, Candace 
Huetteman, Lynne Kershner, Kathryn Klopp, Charleen 
Kohut, Linda Kuhn, Danielle Lecavalier, Peggy Lindquist, 
Mickey Lowe, Karen Mars, Fran Mecsko, Paulette Miller, 
Jean Mott, Finney Noffsinger, Gail Perry, Dee Rollins, 
Sandi Salamone, Elaine Sawyer, Carole Sherkin, Janet 
Slater, Donna Spaide, Pat Steiper, Val Treichel, Melanie 
Westfall, Kathy Young, Barb Ziska.
 Lastly, we’d like to express how this is has been an 
enriching journey for us. We are amazed at the generosity and 
love of our Herons Glen Community and their contributions 
toward this worthy cause in raising funds for Partners in 
Breast Care Inc. and Hearts and Homes. 
 We truly are thankful and grateful!

Behind The Scenes
By Janice Radcliff, Herons Glen
 With a burst of passion and creativity, a play 
can light up an evening. While the stars of the 
show take their bows, the less glamorous work 
has taken place out of the view of the audience. 
Behind each performance are hours of tiny details, 
each of which holds the show together like glue. 
 Taking a play from the playwright’s script 
to its final presentation requires many people. 
The Players of the Glen are fortunate to have 
the support of over 70 volunteers to have 
brought Sex Please We’re Sixty to almost 800 
theatre-goers over four performances. Without this group of 
responsible, hardworking, and talented people the production 
of such a successful play would have been impossible. The 
contributions made by these volunteers included planning 
and directing the play as well as designing and creating 
scenery/sets, handling lighting and sound equipment, 
prompter, costumes, makeup, props, managing backstage 

and onstage, publicity, selling tickets, as well as audience 
seating. And, not to forget all those who made the gala such a 
wonderful experience. It was exciting to see those attending 
the gala dressed so handsomely.
 In looking towards the future, Trish Perry, this year’s 
director, will be holding a workshop in November for anyone 
interested in trying out their lurking thespian abilities or 
rekindling an acting passion from long ago. This will be a 
fun evening of getting acquainted with stage work, some 
acting exercises, and culminating with a dry run of what to 
expect when attending the December audition here in “The 
Glen.” Stay tuned for more details in the fall.
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Friends Helping Friends
By Becky Gignac, Herons Glen
 Friends Helping Friends 
(FHF) is a great organization 
of volunteers that provide 
temporary items on an as needed 
basis. Have a need for medical 
equipment? They can provide 
you with canes, walkers, crutches, wheelchairs, knee 
scooters, portable ramps, shower stools and more.
 Just as important are items for the ever-popular visiting 
grandchildren; they include highchairs, portable cribs, 
boosters, car seats, strollers, and so forth. If you don’t see it 
listed here, just call and ask if the item is available.
 FHF is always available for 10 a.m. Saturday pickup 
appointment or call if you have a last-minute emergency 
pickup. One of the following volunteers listed here will be 
happy to help you:
 Bob Lemere  (860) 307-5999
 Doug Schuler  (239) 297-9305
 Gloria Selander (239) 995-1261
 Pat Crouse  (717) 425-8869
 Al Southerland (239) 478-0985

Home Tour
By Joann Brosnan, Herons Glen
 Alpha Gama Nu’s recent 14th Annual Home Tour was 
a great success. Over 260 residents toured five beautiful 
homes. Each home had their own distinct decor. It was truly 
a pleasure to see many creative ideas and unique designs. 
 “Amazing Renovation” transformed the original design of 
the home. A “before” video was provided by the homeowner, 
Phil Rosati. It was amazing to see what changes he made 
to give the home a more modern look. Thank you, Phil, for 
sharing your stunning home. 
 “Coastal Chic” is the home of Dennis and Christine 
Crews. The redesigned kitchen was the first showstopper. 
The home has an “island” feel; with beautiful shell 
designs created by Christine. Dennis and Christine did 
all the renovations. Cristine actually painted the outside 
of their home. So many beautiful ideas were shared in 
this lovely home.
 Valentine’s Day may have passed but not on Wheelock 
Drive. “Winter Hearts and Home” is the home of Dwayne 
and Rhonda Parkinson. The entire house was filled with 
beautiful displays of trees decorated with beautiful hearts 
and red ornaments. It was a sight to behold! One couldn’t 
help but feel the warmth and love throughout this stunning 
home. The black and white terra cotta color scheme lends 
itself to Rhonda’s decorations for all the holidays. Even the 
pillows are changed out seasonally.
 “Paradise South” is the home of Nicole Wilkin and Gary 
Tielens. When you enter the home, you immediately see a 
metal giraffe which they purchased in Ensenada, Mexico. It 
certainly makes a welcoming statement in this lovely home. 
Gary is a wood carver and the home showcases some of his 
work. The home is an expanded eagle and a beautiful pool 
was added two years ago. The house had a South Pacific/

John Muskovac – The 
Underwater Sea Captain
By Becky Gignac, 
Herons Glen
 Where do I start John’s 
story – maybe before he was 
even born. John is a first 
generation American. His 
parents are from Croatia. 
Although his father lived 
here at a young age, when the 
Spanish Flu arrived, John’s 
grandparents decided it was 
safer in Croatia so back they 
went. They lived there for 
seven years and during that 
time, John’s father married in 1926. He returned to America, 
but it took another three years to bring his wife over.
 John Joseph Muskovac Jr. was born on Jan. 8, 1933 in East 
Pittsburgh, Pa. He had one older brother and two younger 
brothers, plus younger twin sisters. John was always active 
in sports and this led him on a path in the military.
 After baseball practice one day, John decided to join his 
friends and go to the Naval training center in McKeesport. 
At 16 years old, they recruited John in the Naval Reserves. 
The age requirement was 17 so John promised to bring his 
birth certificate the following week. He never brought it, of 
course, and they never asked for it again. 
 John loved to watch passenger trains go by his home 
and decided he wanted to travel. So, when he graduated 
high school, he enlisted in the regular Navy and was sent 
to the Great Lakes Naval Training Center where he studied 

tropical theme throughout. Thank you for sharing this 
beautiful paradise with us.
 Jim and Mary Lou Pierozzi opened their beautiful home 
“Southern Comfort, Northern Light” for our tour. The 
original name for the home was “Pila Pala” meaning butterfly. 
This refers to all the changes made in this home. The colors 
in this home were stunning. The blues and yellows made the 
house a sight to see. There were numerous antiques located 
throughout the house that Mary Lou inherited from her 
family. Beautiful hydrangeas added to the southern comfort 
of this lovely home. The home is an ongoing project with 
renovations planned for an outside covered lanai. 
 Alpha Gamma Nu would like to thank the homeowners 
for sharing their homes with the residents of Herons Glen. 
This gives us the opportunity to continue our generous 
donations to the charitable organizations that we support. 

Communication Systems. Of course, between 1951 and 1962 
he had multiple training classes, including officers training. 
His first assignment was at the Naval Communications Center 
in San Juan, Puerta Rico.
 After serving four years, John thought he was finished 
with the military and went to work for Westinghouse. 
However, it wasn’t long before John decided to re-enlist. 
With this, more travel; he was on a surface ship for three 
years in Naples, Italy. He loved Italy so much that every time 
he finished his tour, he asked to be sent back to Italy – he 
managed three tours there. 
 In the early ’60s, John went to submarine school and 
was initially assigned to the USS Cutlass. He has served on 
multiple subs and staffs since then (giving himself the title 
“Underwater Sea Captain”). I knew John must have had some 
stories to tell while serving on submarines, but all I got was 
“can’t tell; top secret.” Later in his career, John did briefings 
at the Pentagon and at John Hopkins Applied Physics Lab. He 
was persuaded (financially) to accept a position with Applied 
Physics Lab so after 33 years he retired from the Navy with 
a rank of Commander 0-5.
 John has two sons and two daughters; the youngest 
daughter, a Navy pilot, just retired from the Navy in May 
2022. It was while employed at Applied Physics Lab 
where he met his current wife of 35 years, Cathy. They 
lived in Highland, Md., and loved to visit her parents in 
North Fort Myers. One day John told Cathy this is where 
I want to retire for good. After a complementary stay 
(including golf) in Herons Glen, they decided this was 
the place, so they built their home on Odyssea Court in 
2002 and moved here in May 2003.
 John rarely had time for golf before, (said it was rather 
difficult on a submarine) but wasted no time once he retired 
a second time and moved here. In 2008 he was the Club 
Champion – Flight 4 and in 2009 he won the Presidents 
Cup – First Flight. Since then, he has shot his age numerous 
times, just check the board outside the pro shop. His most 
memorable golf experience was his hole in one on No. 4 
in 2019. He was playing with the “Has Beens” golf group 
formerly known as the Bombers. 
 Other activities John enjoys are bocce, consuming wine, 
cooking, consuming wine, and consuming wine. A special 
note, John and a few other guys on Odyssea Court formed a 
Jameson Group that met every Thursday at 4:30 p.m.; hmmm, 
I wonder what they drank. Although no longer active, this 
social group is never forgotten. 
 John and Cathy also love to travel. Can you guess 
where? Of course, continuing with his love for Italy and 
now Croatia too. 
 After 33 years in the Navy, I would be remiss if I didn’t 
say, we thank you for your service Underwater Sea Captain!

Sports News

Herons Glen Eagles

Softball Season Ends
By Karen Jessop, Herons Glen
 The last game of the season was 
on March 20. It was a win against our 
archrival this year DelTura Amigos. Way 
to go team. This year we had nine teams 
including two from Herons Glen. The 
Herons Glen Eagles welcomed three new 
players – Kevin Barkey, Bruce Taylor 
and Dave Thompson. It was nice to see 
the new faces among all the “old” timers. 
 The teams were divided in two 
divisions, the Red Division and the Blue 
Division. This year the Eagles came in second in their 
division. We’ll aim for first next year.
 The faithful fans came out in all kinds of weather, 
although the cold wasn’t bad this year. The end of season 
softball party was held in the private dining room in 
the restaurant on March 22. Recognition awards were 
presented. 
 The team thanked our hall of fame coach Jim Stone for 
many years of service to the Herons Glen softball team. 
Jim has been inducted into the hall of fame many times in 
his career. In 2003 Jim was inducted into the University 
of Massachusetts Lowell Hall of Fame, in 2010 inducted 
into the American Baseball coaches Hall of Fame, in 
2017 inducted into New England Intercollegiate Baseball 
Association Hall of Fame, seven times NEIBA Coach of 
the Year and in 2022 coaches and team inducted into the 
hall of fame at University of Massachusetts – Lowell in 
Montgomery, Ala. Congratulations to Jim for his many 
dedicated years to the game of baseball. The team will 
welcome Assistant Coach Tom Spenceley as head coach 
for the Herons Glen Eagles next year. Tom, wishing you 
a great season.
 To all Herons Glen residents, family and friends 
– come out next January and cheer on the team. I can 
guarantee you some nail-biting moments.

Are You Having Trouble
Controlling the Way You Eat?

Call: (239) 338-5948
Email: faswfla@gmail.com

www.foodaddicts.org

TK’S Hair DeSign
at Del Tura Country Club

Open to the Public

Full Service Salon Servicing Men & Women
Open Tuesday - Saturday

We also do 
Manicures and Pedicures

By Appointment Only

239-543-1483 | 2501 Gran Via
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Sports News from page 8

North Fort Myers Seniors - Fall 8-Ball League
 Team Weeks Won Lost Win % Points Games Won
1 Pine Lakes 1 9 43 11 0.796 1901 146
2 Tamiami Village 9 40 14 0.741 1918 150
3 Buccaneer 9 38 16 0.704 1867 138
4 Del Tura 1 9 31 23 0.574 1867 136
5 Herons Glen 9 25 29 0.463 1741 102
6 Horizon Village 9 25 29 0.463 1724 91
7 Del Tura 2 9 21 33 0.389 1719 103
8 Lake Fairways 9 20 34 0.370 1782 96
9 Six Lakes 9 19 35 0.352 1533 92
10 Pine Lakes 2 9 8 46 0.148 1670 64

League Statistics For 15 Four-Person Teams

Herons Glen Mixed Bowling 
League 2022/23

League Stats To Date Men Women League Total
Number of bowlers 27 28 55
Average scores 144 114 129

Feb. 21
Men’s 3 Highest Games Women’s 3 Highest Games
Bruce Kelley - 210 Linda Protani - 187
Dave Jager - 192 Cindi Woodard - 168
Leroy Moyer - 192 Bonnie Stropes - 163
Tony Protani - 179
Men’s 3 Highest Series Women’s 3 Highest Series
Dave Jager - 536 Linda Protani - 489
Leroy Moyer - 520 Cindi Woodard - 438
Ed Schmidt - 499 Pat Spagnolo - 438

Ruth Poster - 431
Feb. 28
Men’s 3 Highest Games Women’s 3 Highest Games
Dave Jager - 233 Linda Protani - 171
Bob Barbal - 214 Ruth Poster - 167
Augie Spagnolo - 213 Pat Spagnolo - 162
Frank Krawczyk - 213
Men’s 3 Highest Series Women’s 3 Highest Series
Frank Krawczyk - 616 Linda Protani - 473
Dave Jager - 593 Pat Spagnolo - 435
Bob Barbal - 576 Bonnie Stropes - 433
March 7
Men’s 3 Highest Games Women’s 3 Highest Games
Frank Krawczyk - 224 Linda Protani - 172
Owen Tarrence - 204 Dawn Young - 170
Bob Barbal - 193 Pat Spagnolo - 163
Men’s 3 Highest Series Women’s 3 Highest Series
Frank Krawczyk - 578 Linda Protani - 477
Owen Tarrence - 555 Dawn Young - 450
Bruce Kelley - 501 Bonnie Stropes - 426
March 14
Men’s 3 Highest Games Women’s 3 Highest Games
Dave Jager - 226 Linda Protani - 188
Bob Barbal - 222 Betty Ward - 170
Leroy Moyer - 206 Mary Kelley - 168
Men’s 3 Highest Series Women’s 3 Highest Series
Dave Jager - 631 Linda Protani - 491
Leroy Moyer - 551 Pat Spagnolo - 444
Bob Barbal - 535 Betty Ward - 442

Billiards League
By Becky Gignac, 
Herons Glen
 Did you know Herons 
Glen has a billiard’s team? 
Currently, they include Al 
Southerland (captain), Bill 
Ellis, George Smith, Paul Koenig, Tom Fleshman, Jim 
Ingersoll, and Mike Stropes. They belong to the North Fort 
Myers Seniors 8-Ball League and includes both fall and 
spring sessions. They play against teams in surrounding 
communities every Tuesday night at 6:45 p.m. 
 Here are the teams and their Fall standings:

 In addition, to this league, you are welcome to come to the 
Herons Glen Billiards room every Thursday night at 6 p.m. to 
play 9-Ball, which is handicapped and played year-round.
 For more information about the 8-Ball League and 9-Ball 
play, please contact Al Southerland at (239) 478-0985.

Computer Problems? We do it all through the Internet...
Fast...Easy...Secure!

If We Can’t Fix It - It’s FREE

LCD Screen Repair • Custom Notebooks • Multimedia Applications
Intel IPD dealer • Microsoft OEM System Builder

■ Virus / Spyware Removal
■  Wireless Setups
■  Networking / Internet Share
■  Computer Tune-ups / Cleaning

■  Custom Built PC’s  
 & Notebooks
■  Data Recovery
■  Troubleshooting

■ All Certified 
 Technicians
■ Low Rates & 
 Fast Service

or call  1-571-642-2801Natcoit.com

 Did you know that prescription drugs thrown in the 
trash can be retrieved to be abused or illegally sold, or 
that drugs flushed down toilets contaminate the water 
supply? The drug overdose epidemic in the United 
States is considered a public health, public safety and 
national security threat. We can help prevent and reduce 
medication misuse and opioid addiction by properly 
disposing of any unneeded medications at home. Too 
often, unused prescription drugs find their way into 
the wrong hands, creating a dangerous and often tragic 
situation.
 The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) hosts 
National Prescription Take Back Day during the last 
Saturday of the months of April and October. DEA 
sponsors collection sites throughout the country where 
medications can be dropped off for proper disposal. U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) encourages all 
employees and family members to bring any expired, 
unused or unwanted medications to designated collection 
sites for proper disposal. 
Effects Of Former Medication Disposal
 Historically, when people wanted to get rid of unused 
or expired prescription medications, they would use 
various means such as flushing them down a toilet, 
washing them down the drain, or throwing them in 
the garbage. These methods, however, can prove to be 
detrimental for many reasons. For example, the chemical 
compounds found in various medications can prove to be 
harmful in that concentrations of these substances can 
taint water sources. So, if the medications are flushed 
down the toilet or washed down a sink drain, they will 
inevitably affect the nearby water source. The Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection notes that, 
although the amount of chemicals that have been found 
in the water bodies are significantly lower than the actual 
dosages contained in medications that are being disposed, 
they can still have negative effects on aquatic life. This 
is not only true for Lee County and its surrounding 
communities, but also throughout the nation as a whole.
 Additionally, when individuals throw their medications 
away in the garbage, they are potentially making them 
available to drug-seekers. While it may seem unlikely 
to some, there are drug addicts who seek out substances 
by any means possible – including searching through 
garbage. Therefore, when individuals toss out their old 
medications, drug-seekers may find them, consume them, 
and experience any number of negative effects as a result, 
including an overdose.
 Similarly, should medications be thrown away, there 
is always the possibility that they could fall out when 
being transferred from a garbage can to a garbage truck. 
Again, although this may seem unlikely, it is unfortunately 
a possibility. In the event that this happens, children and 
adolescents are at risk for finding them and consuming 
them without knowing what the possible repercussions 
can be.
Proper Disposal Of Medications
 In order to prevent negative ramifications from 
occurring after disposing of medications, there are certain 
protocols that individuals should follow.
 If an individual desires to throw away their old 
medications, they must first properly prepare the 

National Prescription Drug Take 
Back Day – April 22

medications for disposal. The Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection provides a list of guidelines to 
follow, which includes, but is not limited to, the following:
 • Ensure that medications remain in their original 
containers so that the contents can be identified if they are 
ingested. Mark out any personal identifying information 
that may be listed on the container.
 • Medications in pill form should first be dissolved in 
water or soda.
 • An inedible substance should be added to liquid 
medications, such as dirt or cat litter.
 • Secure any containers containing medications with 
packing tape or duct tape.
 • Make every effort to hide the container in the trash, 
placing it inside another type of container if possible.
 However, a safer way to dispose of one’s medications 
is by taking them to a certified disposal site. Federal 
regulations now allow both hospitals and pharmacies 
to provide collection programs, but the availability of 
such will vary. The DEA also holds annual National 
Prescription Drug Take Back Days to, as noted by the 
U.S. Department of Justice, “provide a safe, convenient, 
and responsible means of disposing of prescription drugs, 
while also educating the general public about the potential 
for abuse of medications.”
To Prepare For Take Back Day
 • Locate all medications in your household and ensure 
that they are securely stored (all lids are tightly on bottles, 
away from the reach of children and pets, etc.).
 • Inventory the medications and identify which are 
unwanted and/or have expired dates.
 • Label each of those identified medications with clear 
signage that indicates disposal.
 • Take them to a collection site between 10 a.m. and 
2 p.m.
Drug Drop-Off Locations For Fort Myers And Lee 
County
 For individuals in Lee County, the following locations 
are available for properly disposing of unused, unwanted, 
or expired prescription and over-the-counter medications:
North	District	 Sheriff’s	Office, 121 Pondella Road, 
North Fort Myers, FL 33903, (239) 477-1810.
East	District	Sheriff’s	Office, 1301 Homestead Road, 
Lehigh Acres, FL 33936, (239) 477-1820.
West	District	Sheriff’s	Office, 15650 Pine Ridge Road, 
Fort Myers, FL 33908, (239) 477-1830.
South	District	Sheriff’s	Office, 8951 Bonita Beach Road, 
Springs Plaza, Suite 565, Bonita Springs, FL 34135, (239) 
477-1840.
Central District Sheriff’s Office, 14750 Six Mile 
Cypress Parkway, Fort Myers, FL 33912, (239) 477-1850.
Cape Coral Police Department, 1100 Cultural Park 
Blvd., Cape Coral, FL 33990, (239) 574-3223. 

Advertise in this newspaper! Call 239.278.4222
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Neighbors In The Dells
By Linda Lynch, 
Herons Glen
Photos by Linda Lynch, 
Herons Glen
 It’s been a number 
of years since residents 
in The Dells (the Via 
Montana and Kayla Way 
neighborhood in the 
Outback area of Herons 
Glen) had a get-together. 
So, it’s no surprise that an 
enthusiastic crowd showed up this year.
 The event was scheduled for a beautiful sunny 
afternoon, March 6, starting at 4 p.m., and was hosted 
by Rich Strout and Elaine Dunn on an open Via Montana 
space shared with Larry and Pam Brothers.
 Before the party got underway, neighbors helped set 
up tables, umbrellas and chairs. As folks arrived, they 
brought beverages and food to share. In no time, Rich and 
Elaine’s garage was full of tasty appetizers and desserts, 
with plenty enough to count as dinner.

Elaine Dunn and Rich Strout

Karen Pariseau, Candance Huetteman and Tapan Kikani

Pat and Diane Battaglia

 Each participant affixed a name tag to make mingling 
and introductions easier. There was nonstop music and 
conversation as people simply enjoyed seeing old friends 
and meeting new ones. 
 A beautiful pink and rose sunset provided a fitting end 
to a wonderful gathering. 

By Anita Sharninghouse, Herons Glen
Photos by Dave Jager, Herons Glen
 On March 15, members of the Gators golf group and wives 
celebrated the ending of their season with a luncheon. After 
enjoying the delicious barbeque lunch, special awards were 
presented. Russ and Shirley Skinner were thanked for all their 
work in keeping the group playing throughout the season. A 
beautiful plaque was presented to commemorate their work. 
“Sir” Charles Miller was recognized for his awesome skill in 
putting. Many gifts were presented for individuals to recognize 
their special skills or lack thereof. A moment of silence was 
held for those friends and teammates who passed this year. 
Fred Moore and Dave Jager were thanked for organizing the 
luncheon. Fred also served as master of ceremony. They did 
such a wonderful job that they were unanimously selected to 
organize next season’s celebration. 

Gators End Season With Food And Fun!

April 14 - May 20

Dates may be subject to change. 

May 26 – July 1
A lively city boy moves from 
Chicago to a small farming 
town where rock ‘n’ roll and 
dancing have been banned. 
After the culture shock sets 
in, he tries to shake things 
up and overturn the extreme 
ban. In the process he catches 
the attention of the lovely 

preacher’s daughter. The Oscar and Tony-nominated Top 40 score 
includes Holding Out For A Hero, Let’s Hear It For The Boy, Almost 
Paradise and the title song, Footloose.

Follow Deloris, a disco diva, as 
she witnesses a crime and the 
cops hide her in the last place 
anyone would think to look…a 
convent! Masquerading as a 
nun, and under the suspicious 
watch of Mother Superior, 
Deloris helps her fellow 
sisters find their voices as she 

unexpectedly rediscovers her own. She makes new friends and 
breathes new life into the church, but in the process, blows her 
cover! This high-spirited musical comedy is a shining tribute to 
the universal power of friendship. 
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By Mary Wright, Herons Glen
 The Meadows HOA held their first picnic in four years 
on March 4. COVID’S presence prevented this annual 
fun event. Residents from Via Athena and Athenian 
Lane partied in the cul-de-sac at Athenian Lane. We had 
a great turnout. There were 38 residents and four guests 
who enjoyed wonderful potluck food, beautiful weather 
and each other. Following the meal, a game of Left-
Right-Center was played. Everyone is looking forward 
to another picnic next year.

Meadows Picnic

437-9117
Classic Furniture & Consignment

V

NOW OPEN

intage Peddler

Horizon Plaza
One mile south of Gladiolus

16050 S. Tamiami Trail, #106 • Ft. Myers, FL 33908
Just North of The Forest

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 11-4 • Sat. 10-4

New selection of 

Antiques, Waterford, Swarovski 
Crystal Lamps, Pictures 
Sid Dickens Authorized Dealer

cc

Photos by Dan Lim, Herons Glen

Chilly Weather Doesn’t Stop Pool Time Fun At The Glen!



Page 12, Herons Glen


