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Communications Committee 
Request For Volunteers

By Joyce Gillespie, HOA Manager
 The Herons Glen Homeowners Association has established a memorial park, the “Herons 
Glen Memorial Garden,” for the benefit of the Herons Glen residents. The park will provide 
members a place for remembrance of a loved one who resided in Herons Glen. Pavers will 
be made available for engraving and placement within the memorial park to achieve this. 
 The final improvements are still underway but purchase and placement of an engraved 
paver is now available. If you are interested in having a paver engraved, please read the 
Memorial Program and Policy located on the HOA website: www.hggcc.com.
 From the Main Menu, select Policies/Guides>General>Memorials. The paver form is on 
Page 2 of the policy or it can be picked up at the HOA Office.

Memorial Program 
And Policy

By Anita Sharninghouse
Information taken from Meet the Candidates HGRD, Feb. 13, 2023 Email
 Herons Glen Recreation District will be holding an election to fill one supervisor position 
on March 21. Election materials will be sent to Herons Glen property owners in early March. 
Absentee voting instructions and other materials will be included. Election Day is Tuesday, 
March 21 and voting will take place at the HGRD clubhouse between the hours of 11 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. Residents are encouraged to drop off their ballots early by using the ballot drop 
box inside the HGRD Administration Office any weekday between 8:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
Election results will be ratified at the first Board of Supervisors meeting following the election 
for the new term beginning April 1. 
 Two candidates have been qualified for election – Ken Marohn and Karen Mars. Below 
are their resumes. 

Ken Marohn
Hello neighbors! My name is Ken Marohn. 
 My wife and I have lived in Herons 
Glen for nearly two years, and we love 
our incredible community. If elected to 
be your HGRD Board Representative, I 
am committed to providing transparency 
of Board operations and decisions which 
affect the community by increasing open 
communication, positive exchange of ideas 
and resident engagement in the decision-
making process. 
 In May 2022, I took an early retirement 
after spending the last 17 years of my professional life as director of finance for Global 
Operations for Ralph Lauren. I am well-equipped to lead the creation, development, and 
implementation of policies and procedures, manage profit and loss statements, and am acutely 
aware of financial implications for projects and the direct impact they have on our lifestyle 
and neighborhood. I have managed charitable projects such as providing Olympic athletes 
with uniforms, sponsorship for the PGA tour, and worked extensively with the “Pink Pony 
Campaign”: a 20-year philanthropic initiative, which spearheads the fight against cancer, raising 
over $25 million in 2022 alone. Including my position at Ralph Lauren, I have spent the past 
35 years working in finance for Calvin Klein, Giorgio Armani, Ellie Tahari, and Donna Karan. 
 Personally, my wife and I have raised an amazing daughter, Erika, which I count as my greatest 
life achievement. Whether through involvement with the Girl Scouts of America, working at local 
food banks or simply helping my neighbors however I can, I take personal pride in every project 
I undertake and love being engaged in my community. Thank you for your support. Together we 
can continue to make Herons Glen the most fantastic residential community in Southwest Florida.

HGRD Election
Karen Mars
 Personal: Married to Jim and have resided full-time in the Glen 
since 2002. Education: Master’s degree in Educational Technology 
and Information Science from Bowling Green University. 
 I am an active participant in the Herons Glen Community 
including: 
 • Currently serving on the HGRD Policies and Procedures 
Committee. 
 • Until recently chairing the HGRD Facilities and 
Amenities Committee. 
 • Longtime webmaster for Herons Glen HOA and the 
sub-HOAs. 
 • Longtime webmaster for the HGRD until last year. 
 • My husband and I work together on the Herons Glen Community TV Channel (901).
 • We also work together on the Herons Glen Facebook page. 
 Some projects completed during my previous board term include: 
 • Construction of the effluent pond which can be used to water both golf course and lawns 
during dry season to help maintain our lake levels
 • Construction of the golf course maintenance building which provides inside storage for course 
maintenance equipment, thereby extending its useful life
 • Replacement of the green monster, the former unsightly area along Palo Duro, with an 
attractive building thereby improving the appearance for all Herons Glen residents, but especially 
those who live nearby
 • An upgrade of the tennis courts by replacing the cracked asphalt courts with Har-Tru which 
reduced the number of resident injuries and consequently reduced the tennis-related insurance 
claims filed against the district
 • An increase in the number of bocce courts from two to four, which we are now because of its 
popularity increasing again; I have volunteered with both HOA and HGRD, on various committees 
and boards. 
 My greatest strengths are: understanding the difference in function and responsibility between 
the HGRD and the HOA, a familiarity with the HGRD budgeting process and operations, an 
understanding of the HGRD’s policies and applicable Florida Statutes, my technology skills and 
my desire to keep Herons Glen affordable by practicing conservative fiscal responsibility. 
 This community is important to me and I enjoy working for it. I would appreciate your support 
so that I may work as an HGRD supervisor to help keep Herons Glen the attractive, affordable, 
value-based community that attracted all of us to it. – Thank you.

By Candace Huetteman, Herons Glen
 Originally a religious feast honoring St. Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland, St. 
Patrick’s Day has turned into a day to celebrate all things Irish. However, while many of 
the traditions that we associate with March 17 are authentic Irish traditions, many others 
actually originated in America. 
 When we think of St. Patrick’s Day traditions, we think of beer, leprechauns with pots 
of gold, bagpipers, four-leaf clovers and everyone dressed in green. But how did these 
traditions start and will celebration of them bring you good luck? “The luck of the Irish.”
 One sure way to have good luck is to find a four-leaf clover, but this isn’t easy. There 
are likely 10,000 three-leaf clovers for every four-leaf clover. Since four-leaf clovers are 
so rare, finding one makes anyone feel lucky. The best of all St. Patricks’s Day traditions 
may be scouring a patch of lawn to find one of these good luck charms.
 Another of the lucky St. Patrick’s Day traditions is the wearing of green. Green 
symbolizes Ireland’s lush green landscape. Ireland is known as the Green Isle or the 
Emerald Isle. But the color also has political significance. It was worn by rebels in Ireland 
during the uprising against British colonialism. 
 Another reason to wear green is that leprechauns can’t see you if you wear green. 

The Luck Of The Irish

The Luck Of The Irish on page 5

 Want to help shape how the HOA communicates with residents? Have ideas how 
the HOA can communicate better? The Communications Committee needs people 
with enthusiasm and a passion to improve communication. Please send your name, 
experience or interests to lori.hghoa@gmail.com.
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Article Deadlines 
For The Heron

Articles should be sent to
HGNewspaper@gmail.com.

Issue Month/Year Date Due To The Heron

April 2023 Saturday, March 18
May 2023 Sunday, April 16

Community News

Community Interests
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Photos by Dick Muller
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supervisory body for The Heron per Article IX of our by-laws.
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from the HOA Board of Directors.

The Heron Editorial Policy is on file in the HOA office.
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2250 Herons Glen Blvd., N. Fort Myers, FL 33917 
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Pam Scheid - Editor

Becky Gignac - Editor

Dominic Polidoro
Delivery Coordinator

Jack Nelson - Editor

Welcome
Sharon McCoy and Frederick Doster
Lisa and Leonard Warner 

Coming Soon
March 15 VOG Ballroom
March 16 Smalltown Restaurant
March 17 St Patrick’s Day Restaurant
March 19 Marbles Ballroom
March 18 Ladies’ Night Restaurant
March 21 Socialites Ballroom
March 21 HGRD Election Count Card Room “C”
March 22 Pretty In Pink Luncheon Ballroom
March 23 Kat Orlando Duo Restaurant
March 24 Chorus Show Ballroom
March 25 Bocce Banquet Ballroom
March 27 Men’s Night Ballroom
March 29 Oldies Dance Ballroom
March 30 TAT 2 Restaurant
April 2 Marbles Ballroom
April 5 VOG Card Room “A”
April 6 Ron Lorenzo Restaurant
April 9 Easter Restaurant
April 10 Mah Jongg Ballroom
April 10 Travel Club Card Room “A”
April 13 Butterfly Society Card Room “A”
April 13 Jay Smith Restaurant
April 16 Ice Cream Social Ballroom
April 18 Socialites Ballroom
April 20 Volunteer Appreciation Ballroom
April 20 Sellouts Restaurant
April 22 End Of Season Ballroom
April 27 Smalltown Restaurant

HOA And HGRD Schedule Of 
Meetings
 The following is a listing of HOA and HGRD meetings 
known at the time of publication. As these dates are subject 
to change, please check the Herons Glen website calendar 
and the community channel for updates. 
Calendar Of HOA Meetings March 14 To April
 All committee meetings are via Zoom/HOA Conference 
Room unless noted otherwise.
March 14 Architectural Review Committee, 9 a.m.
March 15 Board Meeting, 5 p.m.
March 16 Activities Committee, 10 a.m.
March 23 Finance Committee, 1:30 p.m.
March 24 SSEP Committee, 8:30 a.m.
March 28 Activities Committee, 10 a.m.
April 4  Board Workshop, 1 p.m.
April 11  Architectural Review Committee, 9 a.m.
April 12  Board Meeting, 5 p.m.
April 13  Grounds Committee, 1 p.m.
April 20  Activities Committee, 10 a.m.
April 25  Architectural Review Committee, 9 a.m.
April 27  Finance Committee, 1:30 p.m.
April 28  SSEP Committee, 8:30 a.m.
Calendar Of HGRD Meetings March 20 To April 
 All committee meetings are via Zoom/Card Room C 
unless noted otherwise.
March 20 Board Meeting, 9 a.m.
March 21 Election Count, 4 p.m.
March 27 Long-Range Planning, 9 a.m.
April 3  Board Meeting, 9 a.m.
April 6  Golf Committee, 9 a.m.
April 10  Facilities and Amenities, 2 p.m.
April 24  Board Meeting, 9 a.m.

In Memoriam
Judy Tyler

Tappers Perform
By Kathleen Lynch, Herons Glen
Photo by Marla Pierce, Herons Glen
 The Herons Glen Tappers took their tapping talents on the 
road. On Monday, Feb. 13, seven smiling tappers dressed in 
white shorts, red shirts, and heart themed vests, drove to The 
Windsor assisted living facility in Cape Coral to entertain 
residents. They performed tap routines to three songs, Heart 
of My Heart, Goofus, and Singing in the Rain. The show was 
well received as seen on the smiling faces of the audience. 
Afterwards, the residents were treated to a little valentine’s gift. 
The tappers have a long history in the Glen. Around the year 
2000, Ellie Downs taught tap dancing, not only to Glenners 
but also to groups from the local communities. There were tap 
performances and coordinated performances with the chorus 
at the time. Today the tap group, led by Rose Hansford, meets 
on Monday at 2 p.m. and practices several tap routines.

Butterfly Society February 
Field Trip
By Linda Lynch, Herons Glen
 The February meeting of the Butterfly Society of Herons Glen 
entailed a trip to the North Fort Myers Library on Feb. 16 where 
the garden furus of Lee County (volunteer Master Gardeners) 
presented Gardening with Native Plants. Rose Larkin, a Lee 
County Master Gardener, was the presenter.
 The presentation included a discussion of native plants that 
are suitable for residential gardens and included photos of most 
of the featured plants. In her discussion, Rose spoke about ground 
covers, plants, shrubs, trees, and everything in between. 
 Rose explained how native plants require less care, less 
water, less fertilizer, and fewer pesticides and herbicides than 
nonnatives. Native plants also serve as natural habitats for birds 

A Lifetime Of Tennis
By Linda Lynch, Herons Glen
Photos by Candace and Edd Huetteman
 Candace (Candie) Borges Huetteman grew up in Cranford, 
N.J., before Title IX, when women’s sports, if considered at all, 
were often just an afterthought.
 As early as 10 years old, Candie (as she was known 
back then) remembers watching her brothers go off to play 
Little League baseball or Recreation League basketball. 
She often played softball or shot hoops with boys in the 
neighborhood and was obviously a good athlete, but there 
were no organized sports for girls.
 Fortunately, her mother also realized her potential so 
purchased a used tennis racquet from a thrift store and sent 
Candie off to the local recreation department for free tennis 
lessons. After her first summer, Candie won the 10 and under 
championship. She then went on to win 23 town and county 
titles in singles, doubles, and mixed doubles by age 21.
 She enjoyed tennis so much that she told her mom she 
wanted to play tennis every day of her life, that’s how much 

Nancy Trchieder, Jeanne Buzuvis, Pat Crytser, Rose 
Hansford, Barbara Benke, Janet Slater and Kathy Lynch

and other wildlife, as well as butterflies and bees, because they 
have all evolved together.
 Resources about native plants and nurseries where they 
can be purchased were also part of Rose’s talk, and a variety of 
pamphlets and brochures were available at the end of the session.
 It was a very worthwhile use of time for those members of 
the Butterfly Society who attended.
 If you are interested in joining the Butterfly Society, you 
may drop off your $25 annual dues or mail them to Joy Barber, 
treasurer, 20895 Villareal Way. Checks can be made out to the 
Butterfly Society of the Glen.
 Additionally, if you have any questions about the society, feel 
free to contact President Beth Burnett, (734) 516-9144 or Vice 
President Kim Basile, (443) 253-5062.

Butterfly Society members
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Sundays
Children & Adult Sunday School 9:45 AM
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Join us at the historic
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she loved it. And for better or worse, for 65 years, Candie 
has thrived on the courts playing, teaching, and coaching.
 When Candie got to high school, there was no tennis 
team for the girls. Candie and her girlfriends asked the 
French teacher to be their sponsor. In her junior year, 
the first Cranford High School girl’s tennis team was 
formed. Candie played first singles and doubles and was 
undefeated in both her junior and senior years.
 Of course, before Title IX, there were no college tennis 
scholarships for girls. Candie went to Madison 
College in Virginia, now James Madison 
University, and was a walk-on for the girl’s tennis 
team. Candie had cut her hand and was unable to 
compete in the two weeks of tryouts. When her 
hand healed, she asked the coach, if she could 
beat the No. 1 player on the team, could she play 
in the No.1 spot. The coach smirked and agreed. 
Candie played No. 1 on the team for two years 
and lost only two matches during that time.

 Candie says she doesn’t think she was arrogant on the 
court but simply confident. She knew to always respect 
her opponents and not to ever underestimate herself or her 
opponents. After two years, she quit the team, mostly due 
to the intense travel schedule, and she played intramural 
lacrosse for the last two years of college. However, she 
continued to play tennis recreationally with friends.
 Candie graduated with a degree in English Education and 
taught for seven years at Cranford High School before taking 
maternity leave. Then 
her husband Edd was 

Ninth Annual Firewise on page 4

transferred to upstate New York. She wanted to continue 
tournament and league play, but the professional at the local 
club thought she should pursue teaching.
 The pro sponsored her for the United States Professional 
Tennis Association (USPTA), an organization that offers 
certification and professional development for professional 
tennis teachers and coaches. Candie apprenticed with the 
pro and began teaching, while playing and placing well in 
New York State and local tournaments.
 Next was a move to Georgia where she taught at a 
country club while continuing her tournament play. In 1982 
she became certified by the USPTA. Her member number 
is 4251 out of an organization with over 75,000 members 
worldwide, and she was the 173rd woman to be certified. 
She was recognized for 35 years of service in 2017 and was 
elevated to an “Elite Professional” status.
 After moving to St. Louis, Candie had two more boys, so 
travel, but not teaching, was out of the question. Candie became 
the first head pro and director of tennis at a country club in the St. 
Louis area. She taught players of all ages from 5 years to adult. 
Her innovative “Hot Shot” program for 5- to 7-year-olds was 
given recognition at one of the national conventions.
 For Candie, teaching was not her job but her passion. She 
believes that she not only taught tennis but helped her students 
develop self-confidence and sportsmanship. When Edd retired, 
Candie taught tennis for another 10 years. With Edd’s help at 
home, Candie was able to find time to teach religion at their 
church, be a room mom and never miss any of her sons’ games.
 When she and Ed moved to Herons Glen, they first bought 
in Solana and then moved to Kayla Way. Here, after 60-plus 
years of playing tennis, Candie, or Candace as she is now 
known, became interested in golf, bocce and pickleball. 
However, she made time for teaching tennis and has made 
many friends here in Herons Glen because of tennis. 
 In 2022, Candace was inducted into the Cranford 
Sports Hall of Fame. This nomination was based not only 
on her early athletic achievements but on her lifetime of 
accomplishments. So, although she hasn’t fully retired from 
tennis, what a perfect ending for both Candie and Candace.

Ninth Annual Firewise
By Karen Wills, Herons Glen
 Another very successful Firewise Community Day Event, 
sponsored by the Herons Glen SAFETY (SSEP) Committee, 
was held on Feb. 13. The ballroom and surrounding parking lot 
was filled with equipment from the Florida Forestry Service, 
Lee County EMS, Lee County Mosquito and Hyacinth Control, 
Lee County Sheriff’s Department, Lee Memorial Blood Mobile, 
Herons Glen CERT team and other emergency responders. 
 This year’s event featured a Mission BBQ meal donated by 
Waste Connections, as well as, hamburgers, hot dogs, and our 
always popular $1 a scoop ice cream sundae. Thanks to the hard 
work of our committee members, many wonderful prizes/gift 
cards were obtained from local vendors and raffled that day.
 The day began with the Activities Committee Annual 
Shredding Event followed by LCSO Bomb Squad demonstrations, 
North Fort Myers Fire Department fire extinguisher training, and 

941-794-0400
239-200-8278

Serving all of SouthweSt florida
“It’s your Home, not theirs!”

www.abugslifepest.com
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a brief talk by J.P. Duncan from Local 1826, the organization 
that supports our first responders in their time of need. Lee 
Memorial Blood Mobile collected 30 usable pints of blood. 
 A Waste Connections donation of $5,000 was added to 
the amount raised at the event and brought the grand total 
to $7,930. This amount was then donated to the Local 1826 
to aid our first responders.

Jim Kara, Chet Bartkowski, Joyce Gillespie, Craig Wooley, 
Matt Raunard (Waste Connections), Barry Glaudel, Karen 
Wills, Russell Long, Marilyn Magiera, Barbara Peet and 
Howard Nutt

Jim Kara, Chet Bartkowski, Joyce Gillespie, Craig Wooley, 
J.P. Duncan (president Local 1826), Barry Glaudel, Karen 
Wills, Russell Long, Marilyn Magiera, Barbara Peet and 
Howard Nutt

Patti Cummings, Ginni Kemo, Carmella Wooley, Joyce 
Formae and Mary Kelly

Marilyn Magiera

Barbara Peet, Jo Moyer, John Bock and Russell Long

Celebrating Island Coast High 
School Students
By Kathleen Colletti, 
Herons Glen
 On Friday, Jan. 27, 
Alpha Delta Alpha (ADA) 
sorority sisters were invited 
to attend the celebration 
for students that qualified 
in the Positive Behavior 
Intervention (PBI) program 
run by Trish Williams, 
Intervention Specialist, at 
Island Coast high school. 
 P r e s i d e n t  D e n i s e 
Johnson, Jo Potts, Rhonda 
Parkinson and Kathleen Colletti attended. We were badged, 
photographed and escorted by two very personable young 
women, Emily and Steph, students in the PBI program. 

Bounce house

Rhonda Parkinson, Emily (student), Jo Potts, Steph (student), 
Denise Johnson and Kathleen Colletti

Trish Williams and student

Lookin’ Back-And-Forth
By Peggy Lindquist, Herons Glen
 One thing can be said 
about the ladies of the Glen, 
they know how to shop. 
Looking back, fundraising 
for Pretty in Pink (PIP) got 
off to a strong start at the 
end of 2022 with Donna 
Barber-Dunn’s clothing 
sales and continued into 2023 with Kim Chuipek’s shopping 
extravaganza on Dennisport Street. Not far behind was Mary 
Koenig with her annual open house Silpada Jewelry Party. 
Funds donated from these events netted a little over $2,400 
for Pretty in Pink. And, as of this writing the upcoming 
March bake sale coordinated by Mary Ann Peckham and 
Katie Schwemlein with a visit by the Pink Heals firetruck 
will surely be a success. Thank you, ladies, once more for 
your time and effort to make these events successful and 
thank you residents again for supporting a good cause.
 Going forth with more PIP fundraising events are:
 • Flamingo Flocking with Kim Morea, (203) 994-4789, 
moreakm@gmail.com
 • Sponsor a Hole with Fran Schroeder, (770) 823-2124, 
faschroeder@comcast.net
 • Raffle baskets displayed at the Luncheon with Kim 
Chuipek, (847) 363-9738, purpletulip7@aol.com
 • Diamond Ring Raffle (see picture) with Mary Koenig, 
(239) 543-1358, mkoenig45@gmail.com
 Unfortunately, the planned golf cart crawl scheduled for 
March 17 has been cancelled. 
 The finale will be March 22 with an 18 Hole Golf 
Tournament and luncheon coordinated by Team Leaders Joyce 
Haist and Bernadette Schirra. This event is for all residents. If 
you choose not to golf, that’s okay but please don’t miss the 
opportunity for a lovely, tasty luncheon and to see the gorgeous 
ballroom decorated by Carol Urtz. The Pretty in Pink Committee 
promises this is one Herons Glen event you do not want to miss. 
 Mark your calendars! Hope to see you there.

 The committee would also like to acknowledge the numerous 
volunteers that made our event so successful. This could not be 
done without their commitment to this great cause.
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But, if you don’t wear it, they’ll pinch you. In turn, if you 
wear green on St. Patrick’s Day, you can pinch anyone not 
wearing it. So, who’s the lucky one now? This is thought to 
be an American tradition. 
 Most everyone has no doubt heard the phrase, “Kiss me, 
I’m Irish.” As legend has it, this probably originated because 
the Irish in Ireland kiss the Blarney Stone for good luck. So, in 
America, kissing someone who is Irish is the next best chance 
of having good luck. But the Irish have not typically been a 
lucky people. They have suffered famine in their homeland 
and discrimination when arriving in America. Still, it is the 
belief that luck from Irish pride (or Irish-American pride) will 
rub off on you no matter what your heritage . 
 Almost everyone reading this article has gone to a St. 
Paddy’s Day parade. The first St. Patrick’s Day parade 
originated in the United States or rather the American 
Colonies. The famous New York City St. Patrick’s Day 
parade was first held in 1762. Parades were a way for these 
immigrants to reconnect with their homeland. On St. Patrick’s 
Day, everyone feels a connection to Ireland even if they’ve 
never been there. 
 Hungry on St. Patrick’s Day? Eat Irish soda bread. But, 
for the bread to be lucky you have to cut a cross on the top 
“to let the devil out” as well as to release the steam. In both 

The Luck Of The Irish from page 1 Christian and Pagan tradition, the cross is meant to ward off 
the devil and protect the household. 
 Have you ever had green beer? The Irish don’t drink it. 
Green food and drink are not an Irish tradition possibly due to 
the trauma of the Great Potato Famine. Irish people literally 
had no choice but to eat grass in an attempt to survive. Yet, one 
million people died of starvation with green-colored mouths. 
Americans most likely eat green food and drink green beer 
to celebrate the green of the Emerald Isle. 
 You probably don’t know that corned beef and cabbage is 
an American, not an Irish dish. According to Irish yore, it is 
considered unlucky to kill a cow. Cows were raised for dairy, 
not meat. There are more pigs than cows in Ireland, so pork 
bacon is the popular choice for your St. Paddy’s day dinner.
 It may surprise most of you readers to learn that St. 
Patrick’s Day, being a religious holiday that falls during 
Lent, is not the raucous celebration that it is in America. 
Up until 1970, pubs were closed on St. Paddy’s Day and 
usually the day included a trip to church. But, inspired by 
the American tradition of drinking and partying, in 1995 the 
Irish government created a multiday St. Patrick’s festival to 
boost tourism.
 Are you Irish? Have you ever been to Ireland? No worries, 
you are still welcome to celebrate the Irish and Irish-American 
traditions with people from around the world, because on 
March 17, everyone is Irish. Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

We were greeted by the Principal Dr. Michelle Cort and 
many other faculty members, all thanking us for ADA’s 
contributions to their students. As the students arrived, they 
were given tickets to place in the prize drawings containers. 
All of the prizes were donated by ADA, family and friends. 
They then picked up cookies, roll ups, chicken tenders, chips 
and water and moved on to play in a bounce house. 
 Williams introduced us to the assembled students and 
told them ADA had funded this celebration for them. We 
got lots of thanks and thumbs up from the kids! It was very 
rewarding to see their smiles. We congratulated them on their 
accomplishments and left with really good feelings, happy 
to see the results of our fundraising being appreciated. 

The Army Corps Of Engineers 
Featured At The February 
VOG Meeting
By Pam Scheid, Herons Glen
 Before introducing the evening’s program, President 
Bruce Johnson announced the Veterans of the Glen were 
presenting a check for $5,000 to Hearts and Homes, an active 
and well-known local organization helping veterans in need. 
 The principal speaker for this gathering was retired 
Lt. Gen. Art Williams, who served in the Army Corps of 
Engineers. Williams related to his fellow VOG members the 
history and function of the Corps. He explained that the Army 
Corps of Engineers is actually a civilian organization run by 
the military. It began in 1775 with George Washington and 
became its own branch in 1802. Because of its association 
with the military academy at West Point, service members in 
the Corps of Engineers can be recognized by the castle-like 
insignia they wear, even as generals. 
 It is the responsibility of this branch to build and maintain 
the nation’s harbors and locks. The Corps also constructs the 
buildings on military bases and was even commissioned by 
Saudi Arabia to build an entire city in the desert. The Corps 

also works with FEMA and was most recently called upon 
to restore the washed away causeway to Sanibel.
 Also invited to speak with the group was Gary Bryant, a 
representative for the Gen. James Dozier s JROTC (Junior 
Reserve Officer Training Corps) Foundation. The foundation 
awards scholarships to qualifying students in JROTC who 
will enroll in college or technical schools. Bryant pointed 
out that students in JROTC programs have a 98 percent 
graduation rate. The VOG donated $1,000 to the foundation.
 Wrapping up the evening’s program was Kelly 
Wellborn, a licensed insurance agent who works with 
veterans. Wellborn specializes in helping vets coordinate 
their VA benefits with Medicare. She distributed 
information and offered to meet personally with vets who 
wanted to learn how to receive their optimum benefits.
 Also, part of the meeting’s business, it was announced 
the VOG donated $1,000 to the Collier-Lee Honor Flight. 
A second spring Honor Flight is scheduled for May 12. 
Finally, members were asked to mark their calendars for 
the annual VOG picnic April 12. 

Shredding Event
By Pat Stuchly, Herons Glen
 The stage was set. The temperature was perfect. The 
committee was in place. The residents were lining up. And the 
Secure Shredding truck was navigating through the parking 
lot of Herons Glen. At approximately 10 a.m. everything was 
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ready to roll. The shredding event of Feb. 13 was happening.
 Thank you, Herons Glen residents, for supporting us and 
for your generous donations. Secure Shredding told us that 
we had almost two tons of paper shredded. Very impressive. 
 Operational support was given by committee members 
Debbie Baker, Jean Lambesder, Sandy Mamer, Donna 
Pascik, and Debbie DeFazio along with HOA Board Liaison 
Denise Fell and Mike Fell. A special thank you goes out to 
Bud Stuchly. He was always ready to help by unloading 
cars, golf carts and assisting in any way asked of him. This 
year we coordinated the Shredding Event with the Firewise 
Community Event hosted by the SSEP Committee. A very 
busy day at the Glen.
 We will be sponsoring this event next year, so hold tight 
to all your unwanted, obsolete papers/documents and we will 
be happy to have these shredded for you. 

Excuse Me, Do I Know You?
By Becky Gignac, Herons Glen
Photo by Becky Gignac
 You just never know 
who you might run into 
these days, especially on 
the golf course. Playing 
with someone new? Take 
a good look … excuse 
me, do I know you?
 What are the odds that 
two men sharing a golf cart 
would discover they were 
best friends all through 
grammar school (grades 1 
to 8)? Well, four years ago 
that’s exactly what happened to Ralph Fratus and Kevin Meehan.
 One Thursday while playing in the Animals golf group, 
Kevin and Ralph were paired in the same golf cart. They 
had never played together before, so they started the same 
conversations we all do when paired with someone new. After 
basic introductions, Kevin asks Ralph, “Where are you from?” 
Ralph replied, “Peabody.” Kevin said he knew a Ralph Fratus but 

Ralph Fratus and Kevin 
Meehan

WATERPROOF VINYL PLANK FLOORING
Pallets Of Waterproof Vinyl Plank Flooring In Stock At All Times!!

Several Colors, Style, & Designs To Choose From.
Special Order Any Quality, Color, Style, Or Design Of Your Choosing!

Our Business Hours Are: 9am-3pm (Appointments Anytime)

CARPETING
12 colors in stock at all times!! Select Carpet $.99sqft. (O.T.D)

Select Carpet $1.99sqft. INSTALLED!! (CARPET, PAD,INSTALLATION)
Special Order Any Carpet Style, Color, Design of your choosing!

Shop at Home
or Visit our Showroom

Professional
Installation
Guaranteed!

We Specialize In Providing Quality Flooring For All Of Our Customers Wants & Needs!
Owner Is A Lee County Native Born & Raised!

thecarpetman4u@embarqmail.com
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It’s A Wrap, But Just For The 
2023 Season
By Janice Radcliff, Herons Glen
Photo by Janice Radcliff
 What great fun the audience had with the 2023 Players 
of The Glen production of Sex Please We’re Sixty! This 
production seemed to touch the hearts and funny bones of 
the audience. The prim and proper Mrs. Stancliffe (played 
by Rose Hansford) is the proprietress of the Rose Cottage 
Bed and Breakfast. The elderly, silver-tongued neighbor, Bud 
the Stud (played by Pat Callaghan). believes the returning 
faithful guests (all women) come to spend time with him. 
Henry (played by Denny DeLuca), a chemist who developed 
a blue pill called “Venusia” (albeit untested) to increase the 
libido of menopausal women, is Mrs. Stancliffe’s suitor.
 Add to the guest list: a romance novelist, Victoria (played 
by Barb Callaghan), whose personal life seems to be lacking in 
romance; a friend of Henry’s, Hillary (played by Anne Trimbel), 
who has agreed to test the Venusia; and a “Southern Belle,” 
Charmaine, (played by Trish Perry), whose libido does not need 
to be increased. When Bud got his hands on some of the Venusia, 
the fun began. We soon discovered that Venusia has a strange 
effect on men; it gives them all the symptoms of menopausal 
women, complete with hot flashes, mood swings, weeping and 
irritability! When the mayhem settled down, all the women found 
their lives moving in new and surprising directions.
 On Friday night a gala was held in the lobby of the clubhouse 
from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m. celebrating opening night. This year’s 
cochairs, Cathy Barbal, Sue Gregor, and Denise LeClair, created 
a beautifully decorated lobby in pink roses mirroring the decor of 
the Rose Cottage Bed and Breakfast. Guests who had purchased 
a Friday night ticket were treated to a particularly spectacular 
affair with cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, and happy pills, with many 
guests in glittering dresses and black tie. 
 While the cast, under the direction of Trish Perry, put 
in many hours of rehearsal, there was a crew of more than 
80 volunteers who worked tirelessly to help make the 
production a hit by performing such tasks as creating the 
flyer and playbill, writing articles, distributing flyers to 
other communities, placing signs, collecting props, altering 
clothes, makeup, building sets, numbering the chairs in the 
ballroom, selling tickets, serving as ushers, sound and light 
technicians, and videotaping the production, producing the 
Friday night gala, as well as organizing the cast party.
 The Players of The Glen shows their appreciation to the 
community by donating a portion of ticket sales to a variety of 
charities and donations are given to help pay for enhancements 
to our community. Each year a donation is given to The Hope 
Chest, a resale store for Hope Hospice Services. This year the 
Board of Directors of the Players of The Glen donated $500 
in the memory of past president, Wayne Bryan. The money is 
to be used for the continued upkeep of the Memorial Garden. 
Wayne was not only an important part of the Players’ group, 
but also donated many hours contributing to many projects 
for the Herons Glen community.

I Live Here Too
By Becky Gignac, Herons Glen
Photos by Becky Gignac
 H a l l o  ( H e l l o  i n 
German), my name is 
Jenny and I’m a German 
shepherd. I was born in 
the Czech Republic. I even 
have a passport to prove 
it. Actually, my registered 
name is Tenacity, but my 
current owner Bill prefers 
Jenny and I’m good with 
that name. I turned 10 years 
old on Valentine’s Day, and it’s so fitting because I am a 
sweetheart of a girl. 
 I originally came to the east coast of Florida to train in 
Schutzhund, which is a popular three-part sport used to heighten 
a dog’s tracking, obedience and protection skills. However, I 
was missing a tooth and my hips were not exactly good enough 
for the agility tests, so I had to drop out. Lucky for me though, 
my vet tech knew the perfect couple who had lost their previous 
shepherd, Titan. She knew it would be a good fit.
 My family includes Nancy and Bill Gruezke and Alexander 
(Alex) the cat. I was 11 months old when I came to live with them 
on Kaidon Lane; I wasn’t quite sure what to make of Alex, but we 
are buddies now (as long as I stay out of his way). Alex helped 
me become a more social dog, so I have lots of dog friends. I 
love people too (especially the ones who give me treats). As a 
matter of fact; when my owners are invited over to some of their 
friends’ house, they are told to bring me along (not Alex though, 
snicker snicker).

he was from Burlington. And with that, Ralph (originally 
from Burlington) realized this was his childhood best 
friend. Yes, a big embrace ensued (being secure in their 
masculinity) and as you can imagine, the golf round 
became a catch-up on their lives as well.
 As children, both Ralph and Kevin attended St. Charles 
School, a private Catholic school in Woburn, Mass., for grades 
1 through 8. Growing up they were always together, either at 
Kevin’s house or the library (they both admit they were not there 
to study). Back then, Kevin was the shorter “chubby” one and 
Ralph was the taller and more athletic one. They laughed about 
setting up a high jump in Kevin’s back yard. Ralph would clear 
it and Kevin would knock it down in his attempt to clear it. 
 After St. Charles they went their separate ways to different 
high schools, Kevin attended Woburn High and Ralph 
attended Austin Prep. However, Ralph said the grading was 
more than he could handle, as well as the strict Augustinian 
priests, so he made a lifetime decision to go to Burlington 
High; however, as Kevin puts it, “Ralph went to Burlington 
High after he flunked out of Austin Prep.”
 Another chance meeting for Ralph occurred during a 
Saturday shotgun; he was asked to join a couple who were 
looking to buy a home here. As soon as the pro pointed to the 
cart, Ralph yelled out “Patricia,” another embrace and a kiss! We 
know Patricia as Trish Perry (Players of the Glen director) who 
lives here now along with her husband Robert. Trish and Ralph 
graduated together from Burlington High and their reunion led 
to Ralph playing a spy in The Best Laid Plans a few years back, 
which he said was one of the best experiences of his life.
 After Kevin and Ralph parted ways, where did their lives take 
them? Kevin enjoyed sailing, stating he had sailed for 30 years. 
He also got into drag racing (I would never have guessed that 
one). Eventually Kevin went to work in a Ford dealership and 
returned to school for respiratory therapy. Not that thrilled with 
the career choice, he took a job with Raytheon and went back to 
school for a degree in engineering management. He retired from 
Raytheon after 38 years. He had planned to retire in December 
2013, but instead he took a voluntary layoff and retired a month 
early (which added to his retirement fund); timing is everything!
 After Kevin lost his first wife, he reconnected with his high 
school sweetheart, Kathy, and they have been married now for 22 
years. He and Kathy moved to Herons Glen in September 2014. 
Kevin didn’t start playing golf until he retired. He eventually ran 
the former Sandhill Cranes group here on Mondays.
 Ralph went a little different route. In ninth grade he went to 
work for Florsheim Shoes. He went home and told his dad he 
would make $1.50 plus commission. He asked his dad, “What 
does commission mean?” His dad replied, “Commission is where 

 I actually have two homes; one here and one in Ohio; we 
stay about six months in each location; maybe a little longer in 
Florida. The drive back and forth is enjoyable; I’m comfortable 
and Alex stays in a kennel (thank you). Bill says he has to stop 
more for Nancy than for me; he’s a funny guy, that Bill. Of 
course, he also calls me a German shedder (ha ha).
 Not unlike a lot of humans, I like routine and structure. I walk 
a few times a day; some walks are longer than others. I know 
when I have walked enough and will lead my owners back home. 
I’m not into golf cart rides; for one thing, I don’t exactly fit, and 
my family is too worried that I might fall out and get hurt. 
 Home is my favorite place to be; I am the happiest when my 
family is all there with me. However, I don’t really care for them 
hugging one another. I’m never sure if one is hurting the other 
one so I simply walk between them to stop the madness. If one 
of them leaves, I sit by the open utility door to look for that one 
to return, but I won’t wander out; I’m very well behaved and 
do not venture out of open doors. Of course, if left alone I will 
pull little pranks. I might take out a toy, shoe, or other article and 
hide it behind the door; I never chew on them, just hide them so 
my family knows I wasn’t exactly happy that they left me.
 I don’t have favorite toys, but I do love treats, especially 
peanut butter treats. Dinner is always a favorite time because 
afterwards I get a frozen treat and then my dental treat. Good 

Jenny

Nancy, Jenny, and Bill

Alex and Jenny

you decide how much money you want to make versus someone 
telling you how much you’re going to make.” He said that stuck 
with him the rest of his life. He went on to car sales for 18 years 
and finally to the insurance business, eventually starting his own 
company. In 2020, he sold the business and retired. Although 
he started playing a little golf in high school, it wasn’t until his 
insurance business when he decided it would be a good idea to 
play more because it was a great way to pick up new clients.
 Ralph has been married to his second wife, Suzanne, for 30 
years. They bought their home in May 2004 and starting in 2005 
spent five to six months here. However, they stayed north from 
2020 until this year. Otherwise, I’m sure Ralph and Kevin would 
have had an earlier reunion. Welcome back Ralph and Suzanne!
 Kevin and Ralph were fun to interview. Kevin, who 
is no longer chubby and now taller than Ralph, is the 
reserved soft spoken guy. Ralph is more extroverted (and 
dare I say, the feistier one). They say opposites attract and 
I think that’s true for friendships too. They plan to see 
more of each other while in the Glen.
 Remember, you just never know who you might turn to one 
day in Herons Glen and say, “Excuse me, do I know you?”

 The Players of The Glen thank everyone who came out to 
support this huge endeavor either by attending the show or serving 
as a volunteer. Everyone is encouraged to consider joining in the 
fun next year by either trying out for the performance or signing 
on to volunteer. Membership in The Players of The Glen is $15 
for a lifetime membership, which entitles you to one ticket for 
the production each year for a reduced price of $10. 

Tony Folio 941-889-8171

Visit www.floridagolfcartsexpress.com

Florida Golf Carts 
Express, LLC

Serving Lee & Charlotte Counties

Cart Rentals
Weekly - Monthly & Seasonal 

Cart Sales - New & Used

Service, Maintenance 
& Repairs

TK’S Hair DeSign
at Del Tura Country Club

Open to the Public

Full Service Salon Servicing Men & Women
Open Tuesday - Saturday

We also do 
Manicures and Pedicures

By Appointment Only

239-543-1483 | 2501 Gran Via

Sitting: Trish Perry, Pat Callaghan, Dennis DeLuca. Back 
row: Barbara Callaghan, Anne Trimbel, Rose Hansford.
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The Chorus Is Back
By Karen Jessop, Herons Glen
 The Herons Glen Chorus has been “reborn” under the 
direction of resident David Muir. As many of the Herons Glen 
“old-timers” know, the Herons Glen Chorus was in existence 
for over 25 years. In 2017 a show called Love and Music 
was performed as the last official show. As a final tribute 
the chorus performed at a gala on Feb. 24, 2018 marking 25 
years as a thank you to all past members, the entire technical 
and production staffs. 
 Beginning again on Jan. 5 of this year the chorus began 
practicing in preparation for a show on March 24. David Muir 
and a group of residents started singing together with the goal 
of performing in the ballroom once again. Currently there are 
approximately 45 singers. David has been quoted as saying 
Herons Glen has often been referred to as paradise, not just 
because of its excellent amenities, it is paradise because of 
the people, the staff and those volunteering in and out of the 
community and the caring for each other.
 According to David, the Herons Glen Chorus of the past 

had a great reputation and has shone a light as we cautiously 
start a new path. These new chorus members donated 
towards music and other items that had to be added. Each 
piece of music is about $100. The chorus rehearses for about 
two hours per week. That time is set as a half hour for the 
sectional’s soprano/altos and tenor/basses and an hour and 
a half for the full chorus. Because the chorus started after 
facility time requests had been submitted, room allocation 
was completed and because our community is so busy the 
rehearsal time slots are scattered. A big thank you to Wendy 
Shea for helping with the time slots. 
 David points out this is a community chorus and not 

National Anthem
By Candace Huetteman, Herons Glen
 The newly formed Herons Glen Chorus sang the 
national anthem on Wednesday, Feb. 17, in front of 
144 golfers before teeing off at the Annual Member-
Guest Tournament. The chorus, under the direction of 

Chorus

David Muir and John Avigliano

David Muir, will give a free 
performance of popular, 
w e l l - k n o w n  s o n g s  o n 
March 24 at 2 p.m. in the 
ballroom. So, save the date 
and come out and enjoy this 
40-plus group of singers.

dental hygiene is important; well, treats are important anyway.
 When asked what I thought of my family, Bill spoke up 
and said I better keep my mouth closed; he was joking of 
course; again, Bill’s a funny guy. I love both Bill and Nancy; 
I’m very loyal to them as they are to me. I love Alex too, but 
not sure if he would say the same thing about me.
 Most importantly, I want you to know this, German 
shepherds may look and sound intimidating but we are 
actually friendly, social, people-loving dogs. So, the next 
time you see me on the street, please stop and say hello. I 
would love to meet you … not eat you.

an auditioned chorus, so the only requirement is to love 
singing. Reading music helps, but not required. We are 
considering a smaller chorus year-round with the larger 
chorus starting the first of January and finishing the end 
of March. For further information contact any chorus 
member or Sue Atkin, (615) 202-9045 or David Muir 
(November to March), (519) 275-7172.
 The chorus would like to dedicate this first concert in 
years to all the people who made this paradise. The title of the 
concert is “Thank You Herons Glen” and it is in the ballroom 
at 2 p.m. on Friday, March 24 and it is free. Donations are 
always appreciated.

Duke And Duchess 2023
By Becky Gignac, 
Herons Glen
Photos by Diane Mather, 
Herons Glen
 On Feb. 1, the Lady 
Niners 22nd Annual Duke 
and Duchess tournament 
went off without a hitch, 
and with so many new 
members, we had a really 
good turnout. 
 This year we returned 
to playing the back nine 
with our partners. I do believe everyone had a lot of fun with 
the modified alternate shot format (our usual format for this 
tournament). Sometimes you’re on your game and sometimes 
… well, we’ll leave it at that. All in all, it was a lot of fun and 
the weather made for a great golf day.
 The reigning Duke and Duchess, Maureen and Paul Cormier, 
hosted this year’s event. They made sure our tee boxes were 
marked with crowns and the tables decorated appropriately for 
the dinner that evening. They even placed the famous crowns 
and robes front and center for everyone to see.
 As hosts, the Cormiers worked with our new Executive Chef 
and Food and Beverage Director, Janine to put together a 
fabulous menu for our celebration in the ballroom. Chef 
Steve served up a beautiful arrangement of veggies, cheese 

and crackers for appetizers. Dinner followed with rolls/
butter, a mixed greens salad and an entree choice of either 
salmon, chicken pesto pasta, or osso buco. For dessert we 
were served a delicious blueberry cheesecake. Thanks to 
Chef Steve, Janine and their staff!
 Finally, it was time for the big ceremony. Our golf pro, 
Bruce Harris, announced this year’s winners. Drumroll please 
… winning third place went to Mic and Steve Lowe. Second 
place went to Lori and Gary Vivian, and our new reigning 
Duke and Duchess winners are Sherry and Ed Roever. Like 
last year, another new nine hole member and her spouse 
were crowned and robed. Congratulations to Sherry and Ed! 

Ed and Sherry Roever
Steve and Mic Lowe, Ed and Sherry Roever, Lori and 
Gary Vivian

Prizes were then awarded, but the biggest prize ... the new 
Duke and Duchess get to host next year’s event! Oh, did we 
not tell you that beforehand?
 Here’s to the 2024 Duke and Duchess tournament; you never 
know who will be crowned next!
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League Statistics For 15 Four-Person Teams

Herons Glen Mixed Bowling 
League 2022/23

League Stats To Date Men Women League Total
Number of bowlers 29 30 59
Average scores 141 111 126

By Pam Scheid, 
Herons Glen
 The  ba l l room 
was filled for the 
much-anticipated 
annual style show. 
One hundred sixty-
five Socialites and 
their guests gathered 
for luncheon around 
tables decorated by 
Rosie Swisher’s committee for Mardi Gras. On the center 
of each table was a small chest surrounded by silver and 
blue tinsel and filled with beads, shells, and candy.
 Following the meal, Treasurer Bev Groft 
announced that this month’s member contribution to the 
All Souls food bank totaled $717.
 President Janet Kerns welcomed everyone and 
introduced Yvonne Krystman, the owner and creator of 
the Art 4 Wear. Her boutique, located in Coconut Point, 
features women’s fashion designed from Krystman’s 
artwork. She explained she photographs her paintings and 
transfers those images to fabric. It is with those fabrics 
which become her one-of-a-kind clothing designs. 
 The audience was delighted by the unique and 
colorful clothes which were modeled by the 13 Socialites 
who passed among the tables to show off their outfits. 

Socialites Celebrate Mardi Gras In Style

Appearing more than once amid the more colorful fabrics 
were two black and white prints. One read “I Love Me,” 
and the other “Not Perfect, but Perfectly Good.”
  The 13 women who modeled the clothes from Art 
4 Wear were LuAnn Nutt, Judith West, Christine Kirby, 
Kath Martyanik, Peggy Lindquist, Mary Spitzer, Debbie 
Polenska, Jeanne Miller, Sharon Ryan, Donna Johnson, 
Cindy Matheny, Pat Crytser, and Kathy Crickson. 

By Patti Cummings, Herons Glen
 The fifth in the series of seven marbles game evenings 
was played at the ballroom on Feb. 19. Twelve tables of 

Marbles Tournament

Bub Stuchly, Bob LeMere and Jim Troicke
Marianne Loeffler, Ruth Poster and 
Julie ByrneAnn Robinson and Marsha McCoy

Ed and Kathy Meehan, Phyllis “Phil” Smith and Carol Sweeney

Denise Fell and Dottie Wogan Jo Moyer and Rikki Nelson

men teams against women teams had an evening of fun and 
friendship. Each table is supposed to have an equal number 
of men and women but sometimes a table will improvise as 
seen in the photo of table 16. 
 At the end of the fifth tournament, the score stands at men: 
75 wins; women: 63 wins. With only two more tournament 
dates remaining, women have some ground to cover but are 
surely up to the task. Come and join us for a fun time. The 
next marbles night is March 19 in the ballroom beginning 
at 6:30 p.m. Last chance to get in on the action and fun will 
be April 2 in the ballroom. Don’t miss out; bring your game, 
and your group and be ready for a good time.

Jan. 24
Men’s Three Highest Games Women’s Three Highest Games
Chuck Minerd - 205 Linda Protani - 179
Bob Barbal - 200 Ruth Poster - 172
Dave Jager - 194 Cathy Barbal - 163
Leroy Moyer - 194
Men’s Three Highest Series Women’s Three Highest Series
Dave Jager - 572 Linda Protani - 524
Chuck Minerd - 538 Nancy Beaupre - 413
Leroy Moyer - 526 Skipper Cook - 397
Jan. 31
Men’s Three Highest Games Women’s Three Highest Games
Dave Jager - 235 Linda Protani - 208
Chuck Minerd - 204 Pat Spagnolo - 168
Leroy Moyer - 202 Shirl Baggett - 146
Men’s Three Highest Series Women’s Three Highest Series
Leroy Moyer - 578 Linda Protani - 520
Dave Jager - 575 Pat Spagnolo - 443
Chuck Minerd - 564 Cindy Woodard - 411
Feb. 7
Men’s Three Highest Games Women’s Three Highest Games
Dave Jager - 234 Linda Protani - 196
Owen Tarrence - 225 Bonnie Stropes - 181
Leroy Moyer - 221 Ruth Poster - 169
Men’s Three Highest Series Women’s Three Highest Series
Owen Tarrence - 548 Linda Protani - 541
Dave Jager - 547 Bonnie Stropes - 491
Chuck Minerd - 546 Betty Ward - 430
Feb. 14
Men’s Three Highest Games Women’s Three Highest Games
Dave Jager - 204 Ruth Poster - 157
Chuck Minerd - 201 Nancy Beaupre - 153
Leroy Moyer - 195 Bonnie Stropes - 151
Men’s Three Highest Series Women’s Three Highest Series
Dave Jager - 583 Nancy Beaupre - 421
Leroy Moyer - 542 Joan Owens - 403
Ed Schmidt - 536 Bonnie Stropes - 402

Glenna Ingersoll - 402 
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